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MASSIVE 
NSORSHIP 
FOR NSW 
MATEURS 


Last Friday the NSW Amateur Soccer 
Federation were the recipients of a 
$750,000 sponsorship deal. 


I the hallowed halls of the Group. The money will be used for Under 6 to all Age are involved in 
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/ 
ld 


fidence that the sport will continue 

to grow in popularity, not only in 

NSW but right across Australia." 
The total amount of the sponsor- 


Sydney Cricket Ground development of the game over five competitions under the overall con- 
Members Dining Room, Ye#!s:" trol of NSWASE, across an area 
z This is the third year that bounded by the Central Coast in the 


Concord Insurance Group's 
Managing Director, Ron 
Smith made the formal pre- 
sentation. 

As John Hedison (above) 
President of NSWASF said, "we 
have enjoyed a most satisfactory 

lationship with concord Insurance 


NEWS D EWEN 


Concord Insurance Group have 
been providing services to 
NSWASF and NSW_ Soccer 
Federation. As Hedison added, "we 
have had no complaints whatsoever 
during that time, a rare claim with 
insurance companies." 


Over 160,000 players from 


WOK VOW al 


MEL BOURN Et 


n Saturday, South 

‘Melbourne appeared before 
the Commissioners of Soccer 
Australia to answer the guilty 
verdict to the charge of bringing 
the game into disrepute. 


Sense prevailed and the elimina- 
tion of this great foundation club 
from this season’s Ericsson Cup did 
not eventuate. The Lakers were cau- 
tioned and had their $50,000 bond 
increased to $100,000. This means 


that should any other incidents occur 
— for which the blame is found to 
lie with the Lakers — they immedi- 
ately forfeit the $100,000. 
Additional penalties could be 
imposed. 

Last season several incidents took 
place which left a sour taste in the 
mouth of the true fan. At their 
Lakeside Stadium, on a number of 
occasions, flares were thrown. When 
Alex Kuzmanovic was sent off 
against water bottles were hurled at 


deal acknowledged, "this is the 
largest sponsorship agreement we 
have entered into during our 20 
years in business. It's a sign of our 
commitment to Soccer and our cot 


north to the Victorian border, and 
west all the way to Broken Hill. 


Ron Smith commenting on the 


an Assistant Referee. The Adelaide 
City bus was stoned. Furthermore, 
windows were broken on Clarendon 
Street, South Melbourne, after 
another match. 

Surely it should be reasonably 
simple to identify the group respon- 
sible for these incidents and stop 
them attending any Ericsson Cup 
game in the future. If it can be 
achieved in Britain, surely the same 
can be done in Australia. 

The country’s top competition 


ship is one of the largest ever 
signed between a commercial 
enterprise and a Soccer organisa- 
tion. 


John Hedison expressed his 


delight, "this latest development is 
a real boost, particularly as we 
2000." 


needs South Melbourne as they can 
consistently draw large crowds at 
their excellent home stadium. The 
club has potentially a formidable 
playing staff and coach Angie 
Postecoglou showed that he can 
meld them together. Off the field 
they have a strong marketing and 
administrative team. 

The elimination of the hooligan 
element must be their major priority, 
for the good of the club and the 


game. 


WIZGIER S VIEW 
FROM AFAR 


WAKATAH CUP 
‘op division, REACHES LAST 16 


leoks to eee 
future 


David Harding. 

The Cup holders are 
considerably changed from 
last season — it remains to 
be seen if they can emulate 
their previous achievement. 

‘This year there is no NSL 
pre-season Cup, so the six 
Ericsson Cup clubs (five in 
NSW and Novell Canberra 
Cosmos) will be using this 
) competition as a warm up for 
i} Ls the main event, 


Remaining Rounds 
In September 


ROUND 6: 
Game 1 
Wednesday 3rd 
Game 2 

Sunday 7th 
Game 3 
Wednesday 10th 
QUARTER FINALS 
Sunday 14th 
SEMI FINALS 
Sunday 21st 
FINAL 
Sunday 28th 


NSW State 
aratah Cup. The next 
stage of this prestigious 
competition gets 
underway on September 
> 


‘satisfactory home, although their current ix Ericsson Cup clubs 
ase has excellent lights and some join the remaining NSW 
- covered seats, whichis a long way from ‘Soccer Federation qualifiers, 
Or ied pave theirowa ground J 4 hey will be drawn into xe SLast both th 
Si whic it i four groups of four o1 SOCCER CLUB ast season bot e 
which has fights and concrete teracing 0 |} Wednesday August 6. The ico sacs oo Johnnie Walker and Waratah 
Bley si eect Recs a ret draw will be held at  ‘iVision sides go into the Cups were run in September, 
set f0 A juper League. : draw, with Super League d It, 3 
All his effort. invesiment tration, Blacktown City Soceet Club teams and Ericsson Cp ee ee 
seward for winning means little if the rials Sales 
: filled with fans, sen eh Wicks athe. Last year's winner was 
$20,000 tg ae ned alarmingly in the against the others in the Sydney United, who 
One negative aspect of the finals is that yeat i ali sey around ork overcame a determined 
all the gate money goes to the Federation. les h 10S Parramatta Eagles 2-1 after s 
Clubs whose grounds are used, havea © teams in each srouP extra time. Ante Milicic put some confusion among fans. 


gain. They run the canteen which can bey) 7 games prcerctaine 2 ihe: Quatis, away both United goals, the This year, however, the focus 
; go tothe con Lnockent format resumes fist with only seven minutes A, will be on the Waratah Cup 
results last Like the FA Cup a few © £0 of normal time. The in what should be an 


The League is Eagles led all the way from excellent warm-up 
‘Although ti shocks bave pees on Be the 12th minute through tournament. 
a petite Tae 
Some of the current members are newer Eeenabte tet anal 
to the highest echelon buthave been the - , 
putting money, time and effort into their 
rounds to make them aéceptable for this 
level of competition, Mian x 
Parramatta Eagles, Leichhardt Tigers, make the li 
Bonnyris ite Eagles, Blacktown, City. World of di i $ 
Demons, St George and Sutherland Shire Youngster, bet being at a game in 
Sharks all have well appointed grounds ‘mid winter, with the temperature barely 
With covered grandstand accommodation hovering above freezing, and enjoying an 
and have a long tradition of playing at the evenings entertainment on a balmy 
highest level. All their grounds are summers night, . 
equipped with and they are exclusively at Some would argue that theré'will be a 
the disposal of the individual club, The clash with the Ericsson Cup, but what is 
surfaces on their playing pitches is. wrong with being centr stage on a 
generally.very good, Bh Friday? This is after the working and 
Bankstown City Lions has solid stands school week, the weekend follows, so a 
but no.cover. Lights and an upgraded ~ late night doesn't matter, : 
playing surface is promised by the local The criteria for membership of this 
council in co-operation with the club. In competition could be continually refined, 
other words both the cotincil and the club’ So thateventually it becomes fully State 
will jointly pay for the improvements. wide. “At the moment all the teams are 
Central Coast and Macarthur Ramsaré from Sydney except Central Coast 
‘unique but similar to each other, They. are Ideally it should have a Canberra or 
both relati Hy new tothe oe flight, They Southern NSW participant and one from 
are both run by their local district over the Blue Mountains in the 
‘Association, Each Association provides the Bathurs/Orange area ata minimum. It 
apportunity for children to start Roo Ball would be anasset to again be travelling to 
from under six, They then:progress to the — Wollongong and Newcastle to meet 
traditional eleven a side'at aged nine and) teams which are strong bothanjan off the 
keep playing through their teenage years, ‘field. | : 
ind on until they retire from the game. The four districts just mentioned are in 
pean of les - ups is to give. in ents position peril ee have 
talented players the chance.to reach the- local electronics ia outlets, giving 
top within NSW, in easy,reach ea them US oppor ity to promote the elite 
mes. = competil Tek 
The Rams and the Coasties own their ‘ABSW! will watch developments with 
‘own grounds and are busy developing great interest. The marketing rub off from 
them. Already they havelloodlights and | the‘Olympic Football Tournament must 
covered spectator seating, Canterbury be grabbed to ensure the World Game 
Martickville are still seeking a permanent, continues fo move forward. itorial. Australia's richest 


reaches last 16 
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WORLD YOUT 
AMPIONSHIPS — 


an observation by 
ERNIE MERRIC! 
{from the VIS) 


1’s June 97 and Irish 

eyes are smiling. In 

fact most of the 25,000 
spectators at the Perlis 
Stadium, Alor Setar, are 
laughing and cheering. 
Valera De Rosa, the 
Uruguayan referee, was 
not amused, He had just 
about had enough of the 
Trish goalkeeper. 

“Alor Setar” I repeated 
twice to the reservations clerk 
when trying to book my 
Qantas airfare to the World 
Youth Soccer Championships 
in Malaysia. “Hlang on and I'll 
get a map,” she replied. 

Six groups of four teams 
played in several venues 
throughout Malaysia at 
Kangar, Alor Setar, Kuching, 
Kuala Lumpur, Johor Bahru 
and Kuantan, ‘Australia joined 
Canada, Hungary and the 
favourites Argentina in the 
northern tip of the country, 
Kangar. The Australia versus 
Argentina match was 
attracting a great deal of 
publicity but the entertainment 
was happening a one hour 
drive south. 

China were playing The 
Republic of Ireland at Kedah’s 
Stadium, Never had there been 
such a crowd nor such 
controversy. The pocket of 
green supporters sang, cheered 
and Riverdanced through the 
entire match. The expectations 
of these supporters had already 
been met. Their team had 
made the finals and they had 
miraculously found this place 
called “Aallorrstarr”. 
Everything else was a bonus 
except of course that Guinness 
cost nine dollars a glass in this 
part of the world. 

It is hard to imagine two 
more, different cultures 
engaged in competition. It was 
Murphy, Molloy and Morgan 
against Li, Liu and Li, It was 
flamboyant, aggressive high 
tisk attack against 
conservative, restrictive and 
robotic play. And there were 
no awards for guessing which 
team the crowd favoured. 


Personality 
disorder 


But the real ‘show stealer’ 
was between the sticks at the 
far end. Now all of those 
involved with the game of 
Soccer know that in the 
schoolyard the last person 
picked for the lunch time 
teams is the goalkeeper. In 
thirty years of Soccer I have 
never met a reserved, sensible, 
down-to-earth goalkeeper. I 
think the job description 
includes the need for a 
personality disorder. Derek 
O'Connor must have breezed 
through the interview for the 
goalkeeping position for the 
Trish team. He has it all. 
Lightning reflexes, a leap that 
would impress Gary Ablett, 
hands like bostik coated 
shovels, the luck of a 
leprechaun and a personality to 
match, (Rumour had it that he 
was a bit like Dracula in one 
aspect — he didn’t like 
crosses). 

Meanwhile further north the 


Aussies were showing signs of 
weariness in preparing for the 
‘Argentina mateh. The teams 
had completed a seven game 
pre-competition tour and two 
key players, Simon Colosimo 
and Casey Wehrman, 
sustained major injuries. Both 
were sent home. The trade 
mark larrikin behaviour and 
comical mischievousnous was 
missing. 

Australia had been fortunate 
to hold the underrated Canada 
to a scoreless draw, mainly 
due to the acrobatics of 
goalkeeper Danny Milosevic 
and the combined tackling 
ability of Hayden Foxe and 
Con Blatsis. Daniel Allsopp 
once more “did the business” 
from a Brett Emerton cross in 
the dying minutes of the 
second game against Hungary. 

But the big one was next, a 
rampant Argentina. The South 
‘Americans had been together 
for two years. Fifteen of the 
eighteen player squad were 
regulars in the Argentine First 
Division. All were full-time 
professionals and the 
youngest, Esteban Cambassio, 
signed last year as for a 
modest 1,2 million dollars as a 
fifteen year old with the 
Spanish giants Real Madrid . 
This team had just won the 
prestigious South American 
Championship defeating Brazil 
2-0 in the final. Australia had 
not beaten Argentina at youth 
level since 1981. 

In the other match, Ireland 
versus China, O'Connor 
performed for his team, the 
coach and the crowd. His 
outstanding saves were over- 
shadowed only by his unique 
method of returning the ball 
into play. Much to the ire of 
the rather conservative referee. 


Irish jig 


Every time he received a 
goalkick he would place the 
ball on the 6 yard line and 
move back for his run-up. As” 
the crowd watched expectantly 
he would suddenly leap into a 
short Irish jig, commence his 
run-up, stop midway for a 
second jig then complete the 
tun to kick the ball upfield, 
The crowd loved it and the 
roar would build to a 
crescendo as he eventually 
struck the ball. 

‘The referee had had enough 
after the sixth occasion and ran 
half the field to book him. The 
crowd cheered louder. Derek 
wasn’t phased, after all he’s 
Trish. The spectators waited to 
see what would happen the 
next time he received a 
goalkick now that he already 
had received a yellow card. 

Twenty-eight minutes into 
the second half with the Irish 
leading 1-0 the Irish 
goalkeeper was awarded 
another goalkick. The crowd 
became subdued. The referee 
gave the keeper a Clint 
Eastwood “Make my day” 
stare. Brian Kerr, the Irish 
coach, stood up from the team 
bench. A second booking 
would mean the keeper would 
be sent off immediately and no 
replacement is allowed, China 
would then have a great 
‘opportunity to beat Ireland and 
move into the second round. 
Surely Derek O’Connor would 
be sensible? 

At the Utami Stadium in 
Kangar the Argentina versus 


Australia battle was raging. 
Initially a very defensive affair 
the Argentines began to attack 
in numbers and were rewarded 
with an early goal from 
Romeo, However, against the 
run of play, Australia caught 
the undermanned Argentine 
defence on the break scoring 
two goals just before half- 
time. The speedy Kostas 
Salapasidis was on a roll. The 
favourites were in trouble and 
complacency was taking its 
toll. 

Jose Nestor Pekerman, the 
Argentine coach, should have 
known not to write off an 
Australia team under 
resourced or not, The Aussie 
fighting spirit can never be 
underestimated in any sport. 
‘The second half commenced 
the way the first half ended 
with Australia scoring a third 
goal, compliments Salapasidis 


Argentina decided to 
reorganise and brought on 
Placente and Aimar, The move 
worked with Placente scoring 
and Aimar winning a dubious 
penalty which Riquelme 
converted. The score was tied 
at 3-3, Australia was now 
tiring and Lucas Neil limped 
off with a broken bone in his 
foot. 

Meanwhile in Alor Setar 
the Irish keeper was preparing 
to take the goalkick. He 
nonchalently picked up the 
ball, placed it on the 6 yard 
line, took several steps 
backwards and hesitated. 
Silence filled the arena and the 
moment dragged as though 
time warped. Derek O'Connor 
was in no rush. He was having 
fun at the referee’s expense 
and there were fifty thousand 
and two eyes watching him. 
Mind you those “two” eyes 
were piercing. A smirk crept 
across his face as he jumped 
higher than ever to dance “The 
Jig”, ran a few steps and 
jigged again. The stadium 
exploded in rapturous applause 
and he responded by running 
backwards and repeating the 
dance. Before he could 
actually get to the ball the 
referee was off and running. 
He raced at the Irishman red 
card held high, jaw set, teeth 


Soccer coach at the 
Victorian institute of 
Sport. 


bared and marched him. The 
crowd cheered the keeper and 
abused the ref. The coach 
bolted onto the pitch fists 
clenched heading directly for 
the man in the middle and had 
to be rugby tackled by his 
assistant coach. The game 
restarted, the pandemonium 
continued but the Irish held on 
to win the match 1-0 with ten 


men. 

In the other game Australia 
had their backs to the wall 
with three minutes to go. The 
penalty decision against them 
was demoralising and the 
thought of defeating the best 
youth team in the world was 
fading fast. Vince Grella was 
playing the anchor roll in 
midfield, a position normally 
reserved for the most mature 
and responsible players in 
Soccer. Vince is the youngest 
player in the Australian team 
and one of the most creative I 
have ever coached at the 
Victorian Institute of Sport. He 
is the stereotypical Aussie 
larrikin and never one to be 
overwhelmed by anyone's 
reputation. He is also very 
talented. With two minutes to 
full-time he won possession in 
midfield and stroked a 
diagonal pass to Salapasidis. 
Kosta charged towards goal 
and was fouled by the 
fullback. He got up and 
proceeded to score his fourth 
goal, from the penalty spot, 
assuring victory for Australia 
and his name in the record 
books. 

The Argentineans were 
shocked but in hindsight 
probably benefited from the 
game. No other team beat 
them on their way to the 
World Youth Cup 
Championship. Australia lost 
the following round to Japan 
1-0. 

‘The Republic of Ireland 
went on to finish third overall 
losing the semi-final to 
Argentina, Derek O’Connor 
served a one match suspension 
but played and jigged in all 
other matches (caution free). 
Valera Da Rosa, the infamous 
referee, was not sighted again 
in Malaysia. 

Alor Setar ran out of 
Guinness! 


DURING BUSINESS HOURS. 


NEWS * SCORES & RESULTS 
DAILY UPDATES ° GOSSIP ° TABLES 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 


MIR SOCCER e SBS TV 


The Les Murray International and Local 
Soccer Service is Australia’s most 
comprehensive Soccer reporting service. 
Updated daily, or when the action breaks, 
by Les Murray. 

The new service now features all soccer 
regions including comprehensive English, 
European, South American and Asian 
region reports. Now no need to wait for 
your favourite news. Just dial up your 
selected choice of information. 


HOW TO ACCESS 


Call 1900 155 333, and select 


choice of information. 
Calls cost 95 cents per minute, higher rates apply mobile 
and public telephones. 


BRITISH ¢ EUROPEAN e ASIAN 


AUSTRALIAN + SOUTH AIVIERICAN 


NEWS * SCORES & RESULTS 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW 
AND MorE JUST CALL 1900 155 333 
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ASIA 


(3 or 4 teams qualify) 


FIRST ROUND (group winners qualify for 2nd round.) 


EGOND ROUND: Group One Winners (Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, China, Iran, Qatar} | 


Two (South Korea, Kazakhstan, Japan, Uzbekistan, UAE) 


CONCACAF 


(3 teams qualify) 


Group 1 craiwan, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, 


Banglade: 
16/3/97 
46/3/97 
18/3/97 
18/3/97. 
20/3/97 
20/3/97 
27/3/97 
27/3/97. 
29/3/97. 
29/3/97 
31/3/97 
31/3/97 


Malaysia 
Taiwan 


JAPAN 
Oman 
Macao 
Nepal 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Bangladesh 
Group 2 (syria, Kyrayzstan, Maldives, Iran) 


13/6/97 
20/6/97 


ish). 
Taiwan - Saudi Arabia, 
Malaysia - Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh - Taiwan... 
Malaysia -'Saudi Arabi 


Taiwan - pengeeenn i 
Saudi Arabia - Malaysia .. 
Bangladesh - Malaysia. 
Saudi Arabia - Taiwan 


P D 
6 
6 
6 
6 


asuune 
ean— 


2/6/97 Syria - Kyrgyzstan ..3-0 (walkover) 
2/6/97 Maldives - Iran .. 0-17 
4/6/97 _ Syria - Maldives. a 
4/6/97 Kyrgyzstan - Iran... 7. 
6/6/97 Syria ~ Iran. 4 
6/6/97 Kyrgyzstan - 0 
9/6/97 Iran - Kyrgyzstat 4 
9/6/97 Maldives) Syria 12. 
11/6/97 Iran.- Maldives... 
44/6/97 Kyrgyzstan - Syria 4 
15/6/97 Iran» Syria 2 
45/6/97 Maldives - Kyrgyzstal 6 
PW Do tor A Pts 
IRAN 6 5 1 0 39 3 16 
Syria 6 3 4 2 30 5:10 
Kyrgyzstan 6 3 0. 3 12 14.9 
Maidives 6006 059 0 
Group 3 Gordan, UAE, Bahrain) 
8/4/97 Jordan - UAE. 
11/4/97 Bahrain - UA\ 
14/4/97 Bahrain - Jordan .. 
49/4/97 Jordan - Bahrain . 
22/4/97 UAE - Bahrain 
26/4/97 UAE - Jordan 
PW DL F APts 
UAE 4 S20 Oe pete 10 
Jordan 41.1 204 4 4 
Bahrain A GERONN See SP Oa 


Group 4 (Nepal, Macao, Oman, Japan) 


23/3/97 
23/3/97 
25/3/97 
25/3/97 
27/3/97 
27/3/97. 
22/6/97 
22/6/97 
28/6/97 
25/6/97 
28/6/97 
28/6/97 


‘Nepal - Macao 1. 
‘Oman - Japan 0- 
Macao - Japan 0 
‘Oman - Nepat- 1 
Nepal - Japan 0. 
Oman - Macao 4 
Japan - Macao 1 
Nepal - Oman 
Japan - Nepal 
Macao - Oman 
Japan - Oman 
Macao - Nepal 


Uzbekistan) 
6/4/97 


Indonesia - Cambodia 
Indonesia - Yemen. 
Cambodia - Yemen. 
Cambodia - Indonesia 
Yemen - Uzbekistat 
Yemen - Cambodi 
Uzbekistan - Cambodi 
indonesia - Uzbekistal 
‘Yemen - indonesia 
Uzbekistan - Indonesi: 


a5 [pats 


| 13/7/97 


29/6/97 Cambodia - Uzbekistan... 
Uzbekistan - Yemen 
Did not play, Yemen unable to 


leave the country. 


tid D 
UZBEKISTAN 
Yemen 
Indonesia 
Cambodia 


Group 6 (Hong Kong, South Korea, Thalland) 


23/2/97 
2/3/97 
9/3/97 

16/3/97 

28/5/97 
4/6/97 


osnse 


5 4 
5 2 
6 4 
6 4 


Thailand - Hong Kong .. 
Hong Kong - Thailand .. 


SOUTH KOREA 
Thailand 
Hong Kong 


Croup 7 (Lebanon, Singapore, Kuwalt) 


13/4/97. 
26/4/97 
8/5/97 
24/5/97 
5/6/97. 
22/6/97 


Lebanon - Singapore. 
Singapore - Kuwait 
Kuwait - Lebanon. 
Singapore - Lebai 
Kuwait - Singapore 
Lebanon - Kuwait. 


Pp 
KUWAIT. 4 
Lebahon 4 
Singapore 


Group 8 (china, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, 
Vietnam) ' 


F 
9 
4 
2 


4/5/97 China - Turkmenistan. 0 
4/5/97. Tajikistan - Vietnam aT 
14/5/97 Vietnam - China... +s 
44/5/97" Turkmenistan - Tajikistan. 72 
18/5/97 Vietnam - Turkmenistan -4 
18/5/97 Tajikistan - China i 


1/6/97. 
1/6/97. 
8/6/97 
8/6/97. 
15/6/97 
15/6/97 


Vietnam - Tajikistan 
Turkmenistan - Chit 
China'- Vietnam . 

Tajikistan - Turkm\ 
China - Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan * 


a 


CHINA 6 
Tajikistan: su i6 
Turkmenistan) 6 
Vietnam 6 


ao 
noaon 
ny 


onsuk 
Obs0c 
Rousp 

aad sae is 
ennak S666 


Group 9 (kazaknstan, Pakistan, Iraq) 


41/5/97 Kazakhstan - Pakistan 3-0 
23/5/97 2-6 
6/6/97 1-2 
11/6/97 0-7 
20/6/97 6-4 
29/6/97 321 
PW OL F APts 

KAZAKHSTAN 4 4 0.015 2 12 
Iraq 20214 8 6 
Pakistan 4004 322 0 


Group 10 (oatar, sri Lanka, india, 
Philippines) 


20/9/96 Qatar - Sri Lanka. 
21/9/96 _India - Philippines 
23/9/96 Qatar - Philippines 
24/9/96 Sri Lanka - India. 

26/9/96 Philippines - Sri Lan! 
27/9/96 Qatar - india. 


o 


QATAR 
Sri Lanka 
india 


ows sn 


3 > 
& cy 
eonsoh 645566 


OL OLD 
Onsws 
os300 
aAs20r 
BNBO 


Philippines - 


FIRST ROUND: CARIBBEAN ZONE ZONE 

Ast Legs 

24/3/96Domiinican Republic - Aruba 

25/3/96 Dominica - Antigua... 

29/3/96 Guyana. Grenada 
Bahamas’ St Kitts&Nevis ieahamas 
withdrew) 


2nd Legs 
31/3/96 Aruba - Dominican/Republic ...1-3 


(3-6 agg.) 
34/3/96 Anitgua - Dominica. 
(4-6 agg.) 


agg. 
7/4/96 Grenada - Guyana 
(8-4 agg.) 


SECOND ROUND — 
CARIBBEAN ZONE 


Ast Leg 
31/3/96 
5/5/96 
12/5/96 
12/5/96 
14/5/96 
14/5/96 
15/5/96 


Surinam - Jamaica....... 
Dominican Rep - Dutch Ant. 
Haiti - Grenada... 
Cayman Islands - Cuba. 
Dominica - Barbado: 
Puerto Rico - St Viricent, 
St Kitts&Nevis - St Lucia. 
Bermuda - Trinidad&Tobat 
(Bermuda withdrew) 


2nd Legs 
21/4/96 
11/5/96 
10/5/96 
14/5/96 
18/5/96 
19/5/96 
19/5/96 


ani55455 


Jamaica - Surinam: 


(2-0 agg.) i 

Dutch Antilles - Dom Rep .. 

(1-2. agg.) 

sivncae- Puerto Rico... 
af 

cua Cayman Islands... 

6- 


St Lucia). St Kitts&Nevis... 
(4-6 agg.) 


THIRD ROUND — 


pos 
OES Sy 


23/6/96 Barbados - 
23/6/96 St Kitts&Nevis - St 


2nd Legs 
23/6/96 I ates at Rep... 
30/6/96 
30/6/96 
30/6/96 


(2-7 agg.) 

Jamaica - Barbados....... 
{3-0 agg.) 

St Vincent - St Kitts&Nevis.......0-0 
(2-2 agg. StV a.g.r.) 


CENTRAL AMERICAN ZONE 


4st Legs 


2/6/96 Belize - Panama... 
5/5/96 Nicaragua - Guatemala 


2nd Legs 
10/5/96 Guatemala - Nicaragua .... 
) 


(6-2.ag9.) 


SEMI FINAL ROUND 


Fu 
Group ‘1 (rrinidad&Tobago, Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, USA) 


1/6/96 Trinidad&Tobago - Costa Rica ..0- 


0-1 

6/10/96 Trinidad&Tobago’- Guatemala..1-1 
3/11/96 USA - Guatemala 2-0 
10/11/96 USA - Trinidad&Tobago . 2-0 
17/44/96 Costa Rica - Guatemala 3-0 
24/41/96 Guatemala - Costa’Rica 4-0. 
24/14/96 Trinidad&Tobago - USA 0-4 
4/12/96 Costa Rica - USA. 2-4 
8/12/96 Guatemala - Trinidad&Tobago,.2-1 
14/12/96 USA~( 2-4 
21/12/96 jala - USA 2-2 
21/12/96 Costa Rica - Trinidad&Tobago ..2-4 
th FA Pts: 

USA 6 44°94 40 § 13 
COSTA RICA 6.40 2g 5612 
Guatemala =» 6 2226 9 8 
TrinidadscTobiaga mB) Oy 1 Seiten) haat 


SOU 4 (Canada, El Salvador, Panama, 


roanecnat Panam 
Cuba - El Salvador. 
Cuba - Panama.. 


Cuba - Canad 
Panama - Canada. 
Canada - El Salvador, 


95/12/96 
15/12/96 


PWeD LF 
CANADA 65 1040 1 16 
EUSALVADOR”” “6 shy te : if ‘0 
Panama ie 

Cuba” 64 5 416 3 


Group 3 Wamalca, Mexico, Honduras, St 
Vincent) tote 


45/9/96 )amaica - Honduras... 
Y St Vincent - Mexico.. 
Honduras - Mexico: 


97/14/96 
vA 


JAMAICA 
MEXICO 
Honduras 
st Vincent 


FINAL ROUND (Mexico, Canada, Jamaica, 
USA, Costa Rica, El Salvador) 


2/3/97Mexico - Canada 


SO86S05 


I Salvador - Costa Rica.. 
‘Costa Rica - Jamaica . 
Jamaica - El Salvador 
Canada - Costa Rica 
El Salvatior - Mexico. 
&{ Salvacior - USA. 

_ Costa Rica - El Salvador 
USA - Costa Rica 


S5665468 


oS 
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7/9/97 Jamaica - Canada 
14/9/97. Jamaica - Costa Rica 
14/9/97 El Salvador - Canada 
5/10/97 USA = Jamaica 
5/10/97 Mexico - El Salvador 
12/10/97 
+ 2/49/97 
9/11/97 iada - USA 
9/41/97. El Salvador - Jamaica’ 
- 9/11/97. Mexico - Costa Rica. 
16/11/97 Jamaica - Mexico 


16/11/97 Costa Rica - Canada, 


46/11/97 USA - El Salvador 


PRRPALNTD 


OCEANIA 


0 or I team qualify) 


20/9/96 Solomon Islands - Vanuatl 
22/9/96 Papua New Guinea - Vanuatu 


JAN.GROUP 


15/11/96. Tonga - Western Sam 
18/41/96 Cook Islands « Tonga. 
20/11/96 Western Samoa - Coot 


FIRST ROUND PLAY OFF 


15/2/97 Tonga «Solomon Islands. 

1/3/97 Solomon Islands - Tonga 

(Solomon Islands win 13-0 on agg) 
qualify for second round) 


SECOND ROUND 
OUP ‘1 (Australia, Tahiti, Solomon islands 
44/6/97. Australia - Solomon Islands 150 
| 13/6/97 Australia - Tahiti 


“15/6/97. Solomon islands - Tahitl.. 
17/6/97 Solomon Islands - Australia 


19/6/97 Tahiti - Australia...... 
“24/6/97 Tahiti - Solomon Islai 


‘AUSTRALIA, 
Solomon Isiands 
Tahiti 


Group 2 (Fiji, Papua New Guinea, New 
Zealand) 


34/5/97 PNG - New Zealand 
7/6/97 Fiji - New Zealand 
New Zealand - PN 

Fiji ~ Papua New Gui 

New Zealand - Fiji 

21/6/97 Papua New Guine: 


roy 


PW 
NEWZEAIAND 4 3 
Fil a 
Papua New Guinea 4 5 
THIRD ROUND PLAY OFF 
28/6/97 New Zealand Austral 0-3 
6/7/97. Australia - New Zeata 0 


Australia advance to play fourth best 
Asian team. 


oot aenes 


(3 teams qualify — Brazil Gite, as Champions) 


irgentina, Colombia, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela, Pe 
ue Bolivia —Top four in group to qualify) 


“ant Cae | aperunat 
12/2/97 Ecuador Uruigua 


2/6/96 Venezuela - Chil 
7/1/96. Bolivia - Venezuela 
We ‘Chile - Ecuador 


30/4/97 Paraguay - Uruguay. 


8/6/97 ‘Argentina - Peru . 


ve ‘Unig juay ~ Bolivi 
1/10/96 Ecuador poem 


ae 
Bolivia - Colombia .. 
Paraguay - Ecuador. 
Peru - Venezuel. 
Chile - Uruguay .. 


4/4/97 
12/1/97 
12/4/97 
12/4/97 
42/2/97 Bolivia - Chile. 


74 
72 
54 
54 
a5 
44 
43 
42 
o3 


‘Venezuela 


Uruguay - Ecuador 
PWD LF APts 
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NEW INDOOR SOCCER 
COMPETITIONS 


Commencing: — 


REGISTRATION DAYS: 
August 4, 11, 18 & 25 (7-10pm) 


INFO LINE & REGISTRATIONS 
PHONE: 9654 23114 


Aurelio Vidmar: (left) 
Will be hoping to be 
part of France 98, 
providing Australia 
overcome their Asian 
opponents, 


SOCCER LEAGUE 
MARCONI-FAIRFIELD 


YOUTH LEAGUE TRIALS 


Paul Okon, Steve Corica, Ufuk Talay, Mark Schwarzer 
... Just some of the long list of players that started 
their football careers at Marconi. The next wave of 
Australian Soccer talent is being groomed now and 
the opportunity to catch this wave is solely up to you. 


Marconi Fairfield will be conducting trials for the 
National Youth League:teams 


(Field No. 3), j 
WHAT TO BRING? proof of age (eirth 


. Playing Gear (Boots, 
Shinpads termination and 


»Enthusias! 


If you were‘born on or after 4 January, 1979 and 
believe you have the ability and determination to play 
Soccer at the top level in Australia, simply turn up to 
the venue on the above mentioned dates. 

For further information, contact the Marconi Soccer 
Office on:— 


9823 2222 


& ABSW 


Wallace 
scores for 
All Stars 


Dear Sir, 

This may be of interest to 
old Soccer followers to know 
what happened and where 
they are now some of old 
faces of Sydney Soccer. 

In a recent charity match 
between Gold Coast All Stars 
(average age over 55) and an 
Over 35 Select played at 
Southport Soccer Club, Gold 
Coast on July 23, a few old 
Sydney faces appeared on the 
field playing for the All Stars. 

+ Willie Wallace (Celtic, 
Scotland and APIA) 

* William “Bill” Kerklaan 
(APIA and Manly) 

« Bruno Tomasov (Croatia, 
Marconi and Bankstown) 

* Norm Rogers (Amncliffe 
Scots) 

Giving moral support were 


TALENTED 


Walter Tamandl (ex F.K. 
Austria, Sydney Prague), 
Frank Haffey (ex Celtic, 
Scotland and St George 
Budapest) and Gianni 
Muccillo (ex Auburn, Yugal). 
All three declined to 
participate due to the injuries 
sustained in the late 60s and 
early 70s. 

By the way the score was 
1-0 to the All Stars. The 
scorer? None other than wee 
Scotsman Willie Wallace. 

job Ausie, 
Bundall, QLD, 

Editor's Note: For those 
who don’t know, Willie 
Wallace played for Celtic in 
their winning European Cup 
team of 1967. They beat Inter 
Milan 2-1. 


PLAYERS FROM 
COUNTRY AREAS 


Dear Sir, 

Good on ya, Stan Brien, 
mate. Your letter, ABSW, 
July 29, sure hits the nail on 
the head. 

‘Country Soccer has had its 
difficulties. Most of the 
problems relate to promotion 
of the game and lack of 
support from our head bodies. 
Juniors competing in 
Representative or State teams 
face the difficulty of attending 
coaching and training sessions 
— parents often have 
journeys of hundred of 
kilometres to attend games. 
‘The tyranny of distance! 

Despite the difficulties, 
country areas haye produced 
stars like Frank Farina and 
Kasey Wehrman, for arguably 
the most successful team in 
Australia, Brisbane Strikers. 

Even the Lismore district, 
headquarters for Soccer Far 
North Coast Inc. can claim its 
share of national and 
international talent. We are 
proud of Terry Greedy, 
Socceroo goalkeeper for many 
years; Craig Foster, Marconi 
and Socceroo midfielder; his 
brother Paul, who plays 
professionally in Hong Kong; 
Anthony Alvos and Adam 
Fittock, both Joeys; Steve 
Morrissey, who moved to WA 
and quickly made the State 
side; Lisa Casagrande 


(Goonellabah) and Jo Powell 
(Grafton) who have made 


their mark in the national 
women’s team the ‘Matildas’. 

Others have learnt their 
Soccer in our area and moved 
n to State leagues in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Brisbane. 

Jim Selby, Soccer 
Australia’s National Coaching 
and Development Manager, 
recently acknowledged 
country Soccer’s role when he 
said that regional areas of 
Australia have contributed to 
National and State teams 
“more often than people 
realised.” 

He was in Lismore to 
launch the Snickers Super 
Skills program recently. 

Thanks, Stan, your letter 
was most timely. The 
Snickers Skills and Rooball 
programs are a start. Maybe 
qualification for the World 
Cup can give an opportunity 
to Soccer to gather the finance 
necessary to watch the other 
codes in promoting the game 
in the country areas. 

George Green, 
Alstonville, NSW. 

PS. On Friday last in 
Lismore, it was announced 
that Ericsson Cup holders 
Brisbane Strikers will play 
Marconi Fairfield at Oakes 
Oval on Saturday, August 30, 


Editor's Note: We will 
carry a fuller report on the 
Lismore promotion in our 
next edition. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


id 


The Editor, 
AUSTRALIAN & 
Brisk Soccer 
WEEKLY 


PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE 
NSW 2204 
Fax: (02) 9550-9332 


L————— 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


Dear Sir 
In ABSW of July 22, L 
Downs, the program 


manager at Channel 9, 
replied to the criticisms 
against that television 
station for showing the 
second Superstars of Soccer 
match at a later time, by 


saying that the ratings were 
not good enough. This is 
fine, but amazingly, s/he 
says that Soccer will not 
attract a commercially 
viable audience, 

It will rate if we were 
given a real match!! 

These people are naive if 
they think this is the 
ultimate in Soccer. I watch 
almost every game shown 
‘on SBS and ABC, yet the 
Superstars series did 
nothing to whet my appetite, 
and I considered it a bit of a 
yawn, 

If Soccer fans like me 
weren't interested, then 
imagine how a non-Soccer 
person would react to the 
game. If Channel 9 showed 
the Socceroos in a World 
Cup qualifier, or the World 
Cup itself, I believe their 
ratings would easily be in 
the 20s. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


RATINGS IN 20s 
FOR WORLD CUP 


There also seem to be 
double standards within the 
media concerning sporting 
violence. A brawl in a 
schoolboy Soccer match 
becomes headline news, but 
in sports such as AFL and 
mugby, it is merely a “good 
old fashioned brawl”, and 
not much is said about it. It 
is even more galling that 
some of these media outlets 
decide not to show violent 
incidents in ‘their’ sports. 

Are these sports 
protected species? 

Maybe SBS are too 
accountable in showing 
incidents at Soccer matches, 
and they should try to hide 
these from the other 
channels, Then we can stop 
them from attempting to 
systematically destroy 
Soccer, and portraying the 
game as more violent than 
the others. They only show 
the public what they want us 
to see, 

The mainstream media 
also claim that they do not 
give much time or space for 
Soccer, simply because 
there is supposedly a lack of 
interest. Well rugby league 
attracts crowds of below 


10,000, and the continue to 
give that joke of a sport 
plenty of coverage. It seems 
some people in the media do 
not like Soccer! 

In the next Ericsson Cup 
season, I conservatively 
estimate that the average 
crowd will be at least 7,000, 
perhaps as much as 8,000 
(about the same as rugby 
league), so it will be 
interesting to see if Soccer 
will receive similar 
coverage as that sport, 

Despite my grumblings, I 
sometimes think that the 
game is too good for the 
mainstream media. Their 
news bulletins show stories 
of some idiot being run over 
by his girlfriend ahead of 
important issues such as the 
economy. It makes me 
wonder, Do they think 
we're all stupid? Probably! 

PS. I hope ABSW can 
pass this on to the major 
Stations! 

G Owen, 

Geelong, VIC. 

Editor's Note: We will 
send a copy of ABSW with 
this letter highlighted to the 
three commercial stations. 


FRANCE 98 WITH MARCONI 
TRAVEL & SEA AIR TRAVEL 


I is only ten months until 
France 98 kicks off. If you 
are thinking of organising a 
trip to enjoy all, or part of, 
the action then the time is 
right to start making a 
commitment. 

Marconi Travel and Sea Air 
Travel have the experience of 
organising groups attending 
six previous World Cup Finals, 
starting with West Germany in 
1974, when Australia last 
qualified. 

‘In France the Marconi 
Travel and Sea Air Travel 
groups will be based in Lyon. 
Yes, Lyon has Group matches 
and the city is conveniently 
situated for travel to and from 
all other cities where games 
are being held. 

Marconi Travel and Sea Air 
Travel is the most 
professional, fully accredited 
travel agent when it comes to 
organising World Cup 
packages. 

The programme for the 
1998 World Cup is different to 

vious ones, Group matches 
will be played where they are 
drawn, as opposed to having 
one set of four teams 


competing in two 
geographically close locations. 

So Australia, providing they 
qualify, could be drawn in 
Lens, in the north of France on 


the Belgium border for their 
first match. 

Their second could be in 
Bordeaux in prime wine 
producing country on the 
Atlantic coast. With the final 
‘one on the Mediterranean at 
Marseille, 

Marconi Travel and Sea Air 
Travel have already booked 
air-conditioned, fully equipped 
luxury coaches to cover the 
650 kms to Lyon or the 540 
kms to Bordeaux or the short 
300 kms to Marseille, if that is 
where you need to go. 

They have three different 
categories of accommodation 
for your enjoyment, with either 
five, four or three star hotels. 
You travel to France as a 
group in Economy class with 
AOM French airlines. 

You may also extend your 
stay in Europe after the Cup. 
Marconi Travel and Sea Air 
Travel can provide you with 
ooking itineraries for this part 
of your trip. You can also book 
a ‘Round the World’ airline 
ticket with appropriate 

vers. 

While at the Finals you will 
attend a game, every second 
day on average. You have 4 
number of choices which you 
can see on page 13. 

‘The packages are being sold 
nationally and will sell 
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quickly. They will go on a first 
come, first served basis. A 
$1,000 deposit for each person 
booking is required. Marconi 
‘Travel and Sea Air Travel ask 
you to nominate the countries 
you wish to follow in 
preference number order and 
the category of seating you 
would like to have (again see 
the chart). 

You may wish to follow 
Italy, Australia or England 
matches. You nominate them 
and Marconi Travel and Sea 
Air Travel will make their best 
efforts to meet your wishes. 

Any enquiries are welcome. 


‘D 


Put us in 
with Asia! 


Dear Sir, 

After winning the Oceania 
Group qualifying games for 
the World Cup, why does 
Australia now have to wait 
until November to play a 
fourth placed Asian side to 
secure a final’s spot in France 
next year? 

Why didn’t Soccer 
Australia insist with FIFA that 
we join the remaining 10 
Asian sides, for much needed 
match practice as well as 
making it a bit easier to 
qualify, with 8 or 10 matches 
involved 

If Australia is good enough 
— whether we finished first 
in either group or have to play 
the best fourth Asian team — 
only three other Asian sides 
are going to make it through 
anyway. 

‘Also having Australia in 


their qualifying matches will 
help them a great deal, 
especially to the other three 
that make it through to 
compete against European 
teams in France 98, 

We all know that the Asian 
countries don’t like Australia 
and New Zealand together 
qualifying games for reasons 
such as size, strength and 
ability of our players. 

However, sooner or later, 
FIFA it has to put its foot 
down on this type of thing. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Helensvale, QLD. 


Editor's Note: This idea is 
alittle bit from the realms of 
fantasy and in any case 
probably too late to be 
implemented. However the 
point is certainly worth 
consideration. 


HOW......? 


With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 


ILIAS ORFANIDIS 
© 0419 622 685 


Satomi 


A Shearer suffers an 
jury and Newcastle 
United's shares fall in price 
on the London Stock 
Exchange (LSE). Shearer’s 
injury is so bad that he'll be 
out for months, and as a 
result, the Magpies shares 
plunge further. 

They were worth about 140 
British pence (p) in April but 
by July 30 they had dropped to 
the 115p level. 

Les Ferdinand had been 
sold by them to Tottenham 
Hotspur. As he said, “It wasn't 
Newcastle United who sold 
me but Newcastle Plc.” This 
Jatter is the limited company 
which owns the club, ground 
and most importantly, the 
players, 

Now the north east England 
club has only one recognised 
striker and that is Columbia 
international Faustino Asprilla. 

Coincidentally, in the 
qualifying games for the 
European Champions League, 
Newcastle meet Mark 
Viduka’s club, Croatia Zagreb, 
who beat Red Star Belgrade 5- 
1 on aggregate last 
Wednesday. Australia’s 
international striker, recovered 
from injury, scored one of the 
goals. Maybe with a top class 
performance in this contest he 
will get an offer from the 
Magpies? 

The difference between 
being in or being out of 
England's Premier League was 
never more obvious than at the 
end of last season, Sheffield 
United — whose shares are 
listed on the LSE — were in 
the play off final against 
Crystal Palace to gain 
promotion from Division One. 

Palace grabbed the only 
goal of the game with one 
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minute to go, The next day, 
United’s shares dropped a 
third in value to 44p. 

A club in the Premier 
League can look forward to 
$10-15 million a season, at a 
minimum, coming from the 
proceeds of the FA and BSkyB 
pay television contract. 

However Pay-Per-View 
(PPY) is on the horizon. It will 
enable armchair fans to see a 
game live on their own TV, 
but they will pay for it. The 
recent Holyfield versus Tyson 
boxing match cost up to $60 to 
see it at home and live. 

Some clubs, such as Man. 
Utd, are looking at having 
their own Pay TV channel — 
all the income will go to the 
club. 

Tn addition, Spurs, Man 
Utd, Aston Villa, Bolton, 
Chelsea, Leeds and 
Southampton are also listed on 
the Stock Exchange. In 
Scotland, Celtic and Hearts are 
public companies. 

The Blades and West 
Bromwich Albion are two 
from the lower divisions 
which are listed companies 

Is this a passing fashion? 


: Could he 
impress Newcastle? 
| Bakeieadinatiocnts 
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TRACK 


By DANE SKAFTE 


) roadmeadow Magic 

Soccer Club continues 

‘to lead the Northern 
NSW First Division 
competition after Round 14, 
With only four matches left 
before the start of the play- 
offs, the next couple of 
weeks will be very 
interesting, The competition 
has come down to the top 
three teams with 
Broadmeadow, Edgeworth 
and Highfields desperately 
trying to win the 
Championship, 

Magic’s coach, Richard 
Hartley, took over for the first 
time this season after having 
coached First Division side 
Wallsend for the past three 
years, 

He believes the success of 
the club has come down to a 
big effort this year shown by 
the players and supporters. 

“The crowds haye been 
really great and we have had 
full support from the 
committee and the club, I 
think its very interesting that 
all the top five teams play 
each other over the next four 
weeks,” Hartley noted. 


By GLENN DAVIS 
Ro Lions goal 

scoring nightmare 
returned to haunt them as 
Bundaberg Waves snuffed 
out their hopes of a second 
successive XXXX League 
premiership with a thrilling 
2-1 away win on Sunday. 

Lions’ dreams were left in 
tatters with two late send-off 
and injury concerns over 
Queensland representatives 
Robbie Farrow and Steve 
Jackson for the approaching 
semi-final series, 

Coach Miron Bleiberg took 
the defeat on the chin and will 
now go searching into his 
reserves for replacements for 
Jackson and Farrow, as well 
as Huth and Barnes who were 
sent-off, 

The result. ensured 
Bundaberg a semi-final berth 
and left Rochedale Rovers, 
who needed Lions to win to 
keep its slim semi-finals 
hopes alive, out in the cold 
despite a crushing 5-0 win 
‘over neighbours Beenleigh on 
Saturday night. 

The premiership race will 
now be decided in the last 
fixture between Brisbane City 
and Taringa Rovers, with the 
former needing only to draw 
‘away against Coalstars to take 
the season’s honours. 

‘Taringa, who will be away 
against Beenleigh, kept its 
premiership ambitions alive 
with a comfortable 2-0 home 
win over Coalstars after Des 
Hughes and Joel Hale scored 
first half goals. 

Hot Striker- Chris Slater 
followed up his hat-trick 
against Taringa last week 
with another against Wynnum 
in Brisbane City’s 3-0 win 
over Wynnum, keeping his 
side three points ahead at the 
top of the table. 


“We have kept six or seven 
players in the side from last 
sea’son which has been a 
major boost for the club. 

“I think the club has 
achieved some of the goals 
and to win the competition 
‘would be a bonus,” he said, 

“The club has changed a lot 
this year, everybody in the 
club, has been very positive. 

“T believe Edgeworth and 
Highfields will do well. Both 
sides have quality players and 
will be a major force leading 
up to the title,” Hartley 
concluded. 


Oooo 


NEWCASTLE Topper 
Breakers 1997/98 Ericsson 
Cup campaign got underway 
yesterday with the start of pre- 
Season training under the 
watchful eye of coach John 
Kosmina. 

‘The squad will train three 
days a week until further 
notice to get back match 
fitness for the start of the 
National Soccer League. 


eoooe 


NORTHERN NSW Women’s 


At Lions Stadium, the 
home side held the majority 
of first half possession but 
went to the break trailing 1-0 
after midfielder Steve Start 
pit Bundaberg ahead in the 

Ath minute, 

He played a major role in 
the demise of his former club 
by rising high to head home a 
corner from John Lawler. 
Lions came back strongly 
before the interval missing 
two chances to draw level. 

The most unluckiest 
chance fell to Jackson who 
headed a cross from Cameron 
Watson down at Bundaberg 
keeper Michael Bainbridge, 
only to see it beat him and 
‘bounce over the crossbar. 

After the break, Bainbridge 
again denied Jackson's 
powerful left foot strike from 
20 metres while striker Kevin 
Meacock had a game to 
forget, missing an easy 
chance on 55 minutes. 

Lions almost caused a 
sensation with a chance to 
equalise one minute later after 
Bundaberg found the net with 
a Lawler header. While all the 
Bundaberg players were 
celebrating, referee Palmer 
disallowed the goal for off- 
side, thus enabling Lions to 
take a quick free-kick, and 
with more than half the team 
still congratulating each 
other, Lions were on the 
break racing away down the 
right flank until the visitors 
realised the referee’s ruling. 

Fortunately for Bundaberg 
Lions — who easily had the 
numbers against a thin 
Bundaberg defence — 
botched their passes and let 
the visitors off the hook. 

Lions eventually drew 
level with 13 minutes to go 
when Jackson ghosted in 
behind the Bundaberg 
defence to head home a long 


“after 


Soccer player, Danielle Small 
of Wangi Wangi, has secured 
a Soccer scholarship to the 
Phillips University of 
Oklahoma, USA. 

The 18 year old has 
represented NNSW and 
Australia at the highest level 
for a player of her age. The 
scholarship will enable 
Danielle to further her studies 
in Exercise and Sports 
Science. NNSW ITC coach, 
Mark Jones, rates Small as 
one of the forthcoming stars 
of the future. 

“Danielle has outstanding 
natural talent and agility along 
with top quality ball skills,” 
Jones said. 

“While the team will miss 
her skills and exuberance on 
the park, the Northern NSW 
Soccer Federation and the 
team wish her the best for the 
future.” 

‘Small has twelve months to 
evaluate the system in the 
United States and will also be 
evaluated on her Soccer and 
academy ability before her 
future will be decided. 

Danielle departs for 
Phillips University on August 
10, All the staff at ABSW 
wish you well. 


ball from Meacock from near 
half way. 

However, any hopes of a 
Lions’ victory were dashed in 
the 8Ist minute when 
substitute Barnes was sent off 
after receiving his second 
yellow card, despite being on 
the park for only 12 minutes. 

Bundaberg sealed victory 
three minutes into injury time 
when Lawler chipped. Farrow 
his first | attempt 
rebounded to him after 
Farrow smothered the first 
strike. 

Huth got his red card one 
minute later for a wild tackle 
on Starr, which left the 
Bundaberg player on the 

ground for several minutes 
Before limping off. 


By PHIL MURPHY 


Ii the action came in the 

econd half when 
Wollongong Olympic 
thrashed premier league 
champions Lysaghts 5-1 at 
Brandon Park on Sunday. 

A dull first half produced 
no goals but Olympic came to 
life after half time. 

They dominated the second 
half with goals from Manny 
Mavridis (2), Tony 
Spyridakis, George Antoniou 
and Julio Miranda. Jason 
Spencer replied for Lysaghts. 

Olympic coach John 
Fleming said after the game 
his players responded to his 
half time talk. “I asked them 
for more passion and heart, 
something you have to have to 
win this league,” Fleming 


said. 

“They provided it for me 
and we looked a class above 
Lysaghts.” 

Fleming praised goalkeeper 
‘Mal Panckhurst, who took the 
field with rib injuries. 

He wasn't expected to play 
but Fleming didn’t have a 
senior goalkeeper to replace 
him — Mick Atsas is injured 
and Paul Piacentin recently 
quit the club. 


eoeeoe 


WOLLONGONG White 

Eagles officials were irate 

after their team drew 2-2 

with Northern United on 
iturday. 

They were critical of 
referee David Naylor, who 
sent two of their players from 
the field. Fabio Screpis and 
Adrian Menesis were shown 
the red card by Naylor and 
were left with nine players for 
the final 25 minutes. 

‘Amazingly, they clawed 
their way back from 2-1 down 
to salvage a point. 

Spokesman Michael 
Prodanovic said after the 
game his club felt they had 
been getting a raw deal from 
referees. 

“We had Martin Bourke 
sent off recently and he was 
later cleared by the judiciary,” 
Prodanovic said. 

“My club have invested a 
Jot of money in this team and 


we aren’t getting a fair go. 
Screpis should not have been 
sent off. 

“Two Northern players 
collided and fell to the ground 
and he was shown the red 
card. We will definitely be 
seeking a judiciary hearing for 
him” 


The hearing will take place 
in the ISA offices tomorrow 
night. 

Goalscorers for the Eagles 

were Martin Bourke and 
Danny Petkovic while Aaron 
O'Brien and Declan Down 
scored for Northern. 


Oooo 


CRINGILA picked up three 
vital points when they edged 
out Dapto 2-1 at Kanahooka 
Lodge. 

Ina very competitive game, 
Cringila started very well and 
dominated proceedings for 25 
minutes. They scored first 
when Dapto goalkeeper Eddie 
Dinero failed to hold a long 
range free-kick from Peter 
Murray. 

Striker Zonko Usljebrka 
was left with a tap-in but 
within a minute Dapto were 
level. Steve Baz, who has 
been out most of the season 
with on injury, netted with an 
‘angled shot. 

Tt was left to Pepe Stanizzo 
to again rescue Cringila with 
nine minutes to go. He scored 
the winner after netting in 
injury time to give Cringila a 
1-1 draw against leaders Bulli 
week earlier. 


eevee 


FERNHILL were two goals 
down at half time but fought 
back strongly to get a 2-2 
draw against Coniston at 
Towradgi Park, 

Dean Merola and John 
Simonovski scored for 
Coniston and Fernhill’s goals 
came from Shane. McCulloch 
and Peter O'Brien. 

At Wetherall Park, Port 
Kembla had no trouble 
beating bottom side West- 
Figtree 4-0 and the leaders 
Bulli got home 3-2 against 
Balgownie. 

Despite the loss, Balgownie 
could celebrate their first goal 


in seven games. 


eos 


AN Illawarra referee was 
five minutes early blowing 
the final whistle for a game 
recently. 

Wollongong White Eagles 
were leading Balgownie 1-0 
when he blew his whistle and 
the players trooped from the 
field, 


They were back in the 
dressing room when the ref 
realised his error. Everyone 
went back out, the Eagles 
scored another goal and it 
ended 2-0, 


eoeoe 


MILE Sterjovski did plenty 
of travelling to play with 
Tawarra Lions this season. 

Sterjovski is at the 
Australian Institute of Sport 
and his father drives from 
Wollongong to pick him up to 
play with the Lions. He then 
drives him back to the AIS on 
Sunday evenings. 

Sterjovski hopes to get a 
trial with an overseas club 
after he graduates from the 


Institute. Wollongong City 
coach Nick Theodorakopoulos 
is hoping he changes his mind 
and decides to stay in 
Wollongong. 


eooee 


The semi-final draw for the 
ISA’s Bampton Cup draw 
has been made. 


Lysaghts will play 
Coniston and Wollongong 
Olympic will take on first 
division Kemblawarra. Both 
games will be played at 
Brandon Park on August 13. 


SOCCER FOOTBALL 
ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED 


Representative Coaches 


UNDER 11 and UNDER 12 
JUNIOR LEAGUE 
UNDER 13, 14, 15, 16 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Applications are invited in 
writing, stating qualifications 
and experience. 


ADDRESSED TO: 
THE SECRETARY, SSJSFA 
PO BOX 188, GYMEA NSW 2227. 


APPLICATIONS CLOSE 
-20TH AUGUST, 1997, 


EDIA 


7 GARNERS AVENUE, NSW 2204 » Ph.: (02) 9560 3900 * Fax: (02) 9550 9332 


TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 
* WEBB OFFSET PRINTERS 
* GENERAL COMMERCIAL and COLOUR PRINTERS 
* TYPESETTING — TRANSLATIONS AVAILABLE 


* SADDLE STITCHING 
* PERFECT BINDING 
* DISTRIBUTION — CIRCULATION AVAILABLE 


(02) 9560 3900 
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NEWSPAPERS — MAGAZINES BOOKLETS — INSERTS — 


Cant Marrickville v Bor 
St George v Central Coast 
Sutherfand Shire v.St George 


Parramatta Eagle: 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 20:12 3 5 27 17 39 
Bonnyrigg WE 20 113 6 47 22 36 
Blacktown City 20 7 6 7 29 26 27 
Bankstown City ON 76h. 7252150u ey, 
Central Coast 20160 7ee 7s 27026) 126 
Canterbury Berries 20 5 8 7 26 38 23 
Macarthur Rams 20 6 4 10 21 37 22 
St George 20.4 9 7 23.35 24 
‘Sydney United 20 6 4 10 20 36 21 
Sutherland Sharks 20 3 7 10 21 32 16 

DIVISION ONE 

ROUND 30 


Ast U/21U/18 
Penrith Panthers v Eastern Suburbs 2-3 3-0 0-0 
Greystanes v Rockdale City Suns 2-3 0-1 0-4 
Auburn United v Hills United 41 05 18 
Belmore Hercules v Mt Pritchard 6-1 1-11 0-3 
Belmore Hercules v R'kdale City Suns 5-2 6-0 2-9 
Fairfield Bulls v Illawarra Lions 0-2 1-0 8-3 
Bathurst '75 v Warringah Dolphins 2-0 0-0 2-2 
Ryde City v Stanmore Hawks 2-2 2:0 0-0 
H'tville City Minotaurs v W Wanderers 2-1 3-0 1-3 
Greystanes v Stanmore Hawks 4-1 2-1 0-0 
Warringah Dolphins v B'more Hercules1-3 1-4 = - 
H'tville City Minotaurs v W Dolphins 3-0 3-0 
Eastern Suburbs v West Wanderers - = = 10-4 
FIRST 
P WOLF A Pts 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 30 23 1 6 71 20 70 
Ryde City 30 205 5 31 28 65 
Eastern Suburbs 30 1511 4 46 30 56 
Bathurst '75 30 17 3 10 67 40 54 
Stanmore Hawks 30 15 7 8 63 40 52 
Belmore Hercules 30 16 4 10 65 46 52 
Mt Pritchard 30 13.7 10 42 47 46 
Auburn United 30 12 7 11 62 59 43 
Fairfield Bulls 30 13 4 13 45 55 43 
Hills United 30 13 3 14 48 50 42 
Rockdale City Suns 29:11 4 14 67 72 37 
Mlawarra Lions 30 9 7 14 44 56 34 
Penrith Panthers 29:7 6 16 48 57 27 
Greystanes 30 7 5 18 47 82 26 
West Wanders 30 : 3 23 32 80 15 
Warringah Dolphins 30 5 22 21 67 13 
DIVISION Two 
FINALS 
‘Ast U/21U/18 
Minor Semi Final 

University of NSW v Hurstville ZSC AO 
Parramatta City v Hurstville ZSC 4-2 : 
AC United v Parramatta City 5 ee et 

Major Semi Final 

AC United v Moorebank Sports 240: 
Sydney Districts v Moorebank Sports 3-2 : 
Moorebank Sports v Mt Druitt Town 1-1 AET 
5-3 pens 

DIVISION THREE 
ROUND 20 

Ast 2nd 
St Johns Park v The Wanderers P/P 0-3 
White City v Arncliffe Scots 3-3 0-2 
Transandinos v Prospect United EE 
Hawkesbury City v Glebe Wanderers ie 0-9 
Colo Colo v Granville Greenisland 3-1 2-4 
Granville Greenistand v Glebe Wanderers 0-3 0-4 


z (5 
Glebe Wanderers 0 §1 12 50 
Arncliffe Scots 4 49.24 42 
Colo Colo PS 5 45 zt 35 
Granville Greenisland Ze 7 
7 


Trasandinos 
St Johns Park 


19 243 14 
20.24 17 


Ast 2nd 
Balmain v United Eagles 1-3 1-3 
‘St Josephs v Springwood 4-2 3-2 
Mascot Kings v Sydney University 3-6 1-0 
CSI Schofields v Earlwood Hermes 2-0 3-0 
Marrickville v Fairfield Kings 20 3-0 
Lithgow Workmen v Maroubra United 1-6 0-3 
Angels Liverpool v Fraser Park 1-4 0-2 
United Eagles v Fraser Park 0-6 2-2 

FIRST 


Maroubra United 51, Fraser Park 48, Sydney University 
46, CSI Schofields 41, Earlwood Hermes 39, Marrickville 
37, Mascot Kings 34, St Josephs 27, United Eagles 27, 
Springwood 22, Balmain 21, Lithgow Workmen 19, 
Angels Liverpool United 5, Fairfield Kings 3. 


DIVISION FIVE 


ROUND 22 

‘4st 2nd 
Nepean District v Homenetmen. 8-4 3-0 
Sporting SCC v Blacktown Premier 1-1 2-0 
Auburn Star v Bossy 0-4 3-2 
AVA United v Camden Tigers 0-7 0-2 
Holy Cross v AC Sydney 4-0 8-0 
Canterbury Bullet v Fairfield Eagles 45 2-4 
Racing v Kosciusko 1-4 0-2 
AC Sydney v Homenetmen 2-0 0-4 

FIRST 


Camden Tigers 53, Holy Cross College 49, Nepean 
District 44, Bossy 42, Blacktown Premier 37, AC Sydney 
33, Homenetmen 29, Fairfield Eagles 28, Racing 26, 
Canterbury Bullets 25, Kosciusko 22, Sporting SCC 17, 
Auburn Star 17, AVA United 8. 


WOMENS 
DIVISION ONE 


ROUND 21 

4st 2nd 
Gladesville Raven v NNSW Inst/Academy 1-1 1-3 
Marconi v UWS Macarthur: “1 
NSW Institute/Academy v Eastern Subs 4-0 3-0 
Macquarie District v Sutherland Shire 0-2 0-4 
Moorebank Sports v Penrith Panthers 3-0 2-2 
Gladesville Ravens v Penrith Panthers 3-0 2-2 

.. 


ROUND 21 


st 
3-0 
10-2 
1-0 


Shoalhaven Association v Macarthur Association 
‘St George Association v Macarthur Association 
Eastern Suburbs v University of NSW 

Bathurst City v Roselands 4 
Shoalhaven Association v Liverpool Olympic 4- 
University of NSW v Roselands 0-; 
Gladesville Raven v Liverpool Olympic ite 


FIRST 


Shoalhaven Association 38, St George Association 36, 
Bathurst City 31, Roselands 31, Eastern Suburbs 21, 
Liverpool Olympic 21, Gladesville Raven 21, 
Wollongong City 17, Uni of NSW 10, Macarthur 10. 


[sim 
Grant Bard: Scored two goals to shock Blacktown 
City. 


Sunday August 10 


Preliminary Semi Final 


Nineveh Field 


4sts — Ryde City v Eastern Suburbs — 3pm 
21s — Hills United v Ryde City — 12.30pm 
18s — Mr Pritchard v Hills United — 10.30am 
Elimination Semi Final 
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Carrington Oval (Bathurst) 


ists — Bathurst 75 v Stanmore Hawks — 3pm 
21s — Belmore Hercules v Bathurst 77 — 12.30pm 
18s — Rockdale City Suns v Bathurst 77 — 10.30am 


TOP OF | 


|THE TABLE 


SOccER 
FEDERATION 


i 


OUNIS SHOOTS MINOTAURS TOP 


EAGLES FLY TO 


By PAUL GOODWIN 


HURSTVILLE MINOTAURS 2 WEST WANDERERS: 4 

Minotaurs were kept Ronest by West Wanderers wno shook them up with a 47th 
minute goal by Rod 

Te loss oF Jason Wels, sent off n the 237d minute for Rgnting, meant thatthe new 
premiers would have to make do with only ten men as they attempted a come back. 

Fortunately Louls Dounis had remembered his shooting boots on this occasion and 
Showed a sure foot when well placed to convert a cross by Tony Minalevc in the 28th 
minute, 

Top Under 21 goalscorer Jim tliopoulos — who has bettered Dounis by grabbing 38 
Goals this term — came Into the side and set up Dounis after making a series of strong 
funs onthe flanks, lying on the passin te 76tn minute which provided the winner for 

jours, 


With the Under 21s sewing up the minor premiership, as well it was a big day for the 
speedy illopoulos and his club, who finished first In the top two grades, 

By Virtue of a winning Under 48 side and their strong first and second teams Ryde City 
took out the Club Championship for 1997. 
RYDE CITY 2 STANMORE 2 

‘Stanmore came to TG Miliner Field needing a point to ensure a place in the finals and 
they Included the recently injured Burim Zajmi and flu-ridden Jason Oldridge in the 
sarting tine i 

Idridge proved a real menace to Ryde and troubled them right from the start. A 
auicky ‘taken free Kick on the let by George Maglis saw the ball played square to 
Coo pao, evo. sot fre’ 25 vars nt tn to ie com comer of Sam 
5 


Oldridge then stung the Ryde Keeper with another shot in the 32nd and hurried in to 
follow up the loose ball which saw the ball roll along the bar and then out to safety. 

Stanmore could have had a penalty not long after when Con Anganostopoulos was 
bundled over as he bore down on Chris Cowley and Andy Stratford, after a lofted pass 
from Burin Zajmi, but referee Larry Bittman was not interested, 

Ryde lifted the tempo in the second half. Matthew Borg hit the bar after a quick Paul 
Watkins throw and John McKie cross, but from the rebound the handily placed Tim 
Gledhill headed over. 

ft was only a minute later, however, that the home side did equalise, instigated by Tim 
Stratford andl which invoWed sk players before Borg tucked the bal away with afm ow 
drive. 
Stanmore still clung to thelr point, but were stunned five minutes later when an Andy 
Stratford far post header snuck inside Kyprianou’s post, leaving It mighty late for the 
Hawks to salvage an essential draw 

This Stanmore did with substitute Phil Cacclola lunging at a loose ball, crossed in by 
Nick Kambounlas from a free kick in the 89th minute, with players from both sides 
crowding the goalmouth. 

Krslovic was unsighted as the sea of legs provided the alert Cacciola with the 
narrowest oF openings, just enough to see the ball whistle through and into the bottom 
right comer of the net. 

Ryde had almost pulled off a sensational late win, but Stanmore’s late draw was even 
more spine tingling for their supporters who had seen a similar scenario a week earlier in 
‘the draw with Hills at Cook Park. 

BATHURST 2 WARRINGAH L) 

Scott Mutton missed some sitters in the first half for Bathurst, including shots which 
Rocco Papalla saved and two headers which cleared the bar, so unusual for the crack 
marksman, 

\Warringah’s best effort was a powerful long range shot by Danny Barbalace which 
Braydon Barcham took firmly on his chest. 

Bathurst did score before the break when Adrian Renike got away down the right 
after-a ball played to him by Mutton, Following a good plece of work by Tony Judge in the 
middle. Renike took the ball wide, drew the keeper and then lifted the ball over the 
player as he guarded his near post for a classy goal. 

Paul Clancy was promoted into the side and had a sound game. 

They conjured up a second goal inthe 7oth minute when Judge found Mutton in some 
gpace/on the ront and te stker blasted is shot pat the Keeper and into the roo of 

net. 
GREYSTANES 41 STANMORE 

Both sides needed to pick up at least a point at Popondetta Park on Wednesday ‘ight 
‘and although having the game apparently under their control for long periods, Stanmore 
‘could manage only one goal for their efforts. 

‘The Hawks were again without playmaker Burin Zajmi and the indisposed Jason 
Oldridge, but Eddie Briscoe was really on fire and could have had more than the one goal 
‘he netted, but for the brilliance of keeper David Apps, who also saved well from Con 
‘Anaghostopoullos, 

Creystanes had their other heroes too, with Kenny Bridge and Chris Sciberras having 
exceptional gam 

‘ese two combined when 2 poor Stanmore clearance reached Bridge who sent 
Sciberras on his way at the 40 minute mark. He was the tormentor again, getting past 
‘two defenders and laying on the pass for Mark Racker who scored with ease. 

This goal cancelled out an earlier strike from Briscoe, who had received good service 
from Michael Lardis, but despite thelr clear second half superiority the Hawks could make 
ta further impression. Aer this, they si need one pont on Sunday to quay for the 
top five. 
WARRINGAH 4 BELMORE 3 

‘They could afford nothing less than a win to stay in the top five race and as expected 
Belmore beat Warringah at Mona Park, the 3-4 scoreline one they are becoming familiar 
with lately, 

eu ‘was a low key performance by Belmore, mindful of the heavy schedule ahead of 


bactt ‘year old Peter Antonopoulos did well to beat two players on the byline and then 
find the net from an angle for Belmore in the Sth minute, but @ penalty put away by 
Kelvin Foster put the Dolphins level before the break. 

‘Antonopoulos added a second three minutes after the restart after a quickly taken 
free kick from Jim Melissourgos and Jason Petrides turned in a cross from Melissourgos in 
the 72nd for the eventual win, 

PENRITH PANTHERS 2 EASTERN SUBURBS 

Easts needed to win this Friday night game at a freezing Cook Park to qualify in third 
place; and they did narrowly. 

Craig Sharpley burst through the centre of the park in the 23rd minute to bury a shat 
in the roof of the Penrith net, only for Peter Bennett to put away a ball moments before 
the break. 

‘Michael Reda lifted a S5th minute free kick into the top comer from out of the far 
right, with Steve Lawrenson chipping over an advancing Keeper in the 73rd for a 3-1 lead. 
Darren Read pulled one back after robbing Mick Daniels and stabbing home, but Easts 
hung on for the win. 

FAIRFIELD BULLS ILLAWARRA 

Wawarra made absoutely sure of avoiding any of the possible relegation spots rH 
beating Fairfield Bulls 2-0 at Nineveh on Sunday. 

Goals from Felipe Gaio in the 28th and Alessandro Borsato in the 76th told the tale for 
the Lions who finished on a high note with a string of good results in the last elght 
ounds, their only setback being the home loss to Belmore in mid-week. 

AUBURN 4 HILLS UNITED 1 

‘Auburn was another side to finish with guns blazing making no mistakes against Hills 
United at Mona Park. Without the suspended Huseyin Beyhan they took the lead just 
before the break when Bekir Bulut cut in and laid on a pass for Aydin Cetinay. 

Cetinay made it two from a Nabil Codmani through pass in the 52nd, but Kevin Lester 
put Hills back in the hunt by tapping in a ball parried by keeper Haydar Arsian to his feet 
‘onthe hour. 

From Cetinay's cross in the 73rd Codmani was able to make it three and the same 
player tapped in another cross in the 79th for a comprehensive win on the day. 
GREYSTANES 2 ROCKDALE SUNS 3 

Greystanes really needed the win, but a two nil lead proved insufficient to provide it 
for them as Rockdale fought back to Win with three goals in the last half hour, 

Scott Cumming put ‘Stanes one up in the 9th after a poor clearance from Suns’ 
defender Darren McDonald and Mark Racker added a second when McDonald again gave 
away possession in the 44th. 

Spase Najdoski got the first for his side in the 62nd and put in the equaliser in the 
‘85th, paving the way for 1B year old Alex Chumkovski to grab the winner in the 88th. 
BELMO! 6 MOUNT PRITCHARD 4 
‘Mount Pritchard gave Belmore a hard time for half an hour and them seemed to 90 


back into their shel, especially after Jim Melssourgos put the home side ahead from a 
powerful header in the 44th minute. 
Jason Petrides made a burst down the right and crossed deep to the far post where 
\Melissourgos climbed high to send a looping header over Dragan Pupovac from the edge 
area. 


After a Gaston Herrera header at the near post from another Petrides cross in the 
ach, Mounts’ defender Vaan Racic needed into his own nt in attempting to lear the 
lines. 

‘A high cross from Petrides in the 63rd led to Nick Mavraidis heading back to the feet 
of Melissourgos who Iaid on a pass for the waiting Marshall Soper in the goalmouth: it 


By JO JOHN ECONOMOS 


rramatta Eagles in 
demolishing visiting 
Canterbury Marrick- 


hit home, 


CHAMPIONSHIP 


by raiding right wingback 
Sasha Utjesenovic, easily 
found the hungry Petrovski to 


Utjesenovic Junior added 


‘was then 3-0. ville Stymie 4-1 last Sunday —_goal No 4 in the 58th minute 
‘There was another easy header for Melissourgos in the 72nd, when he connected with at Melita Stadium flew high after tenacious ‘screener’ 
Steve Lombardo's corner and three minutes later big Jim got his hat trick by tucking to glorygsnaring the NSW David Huxley quickly took a 
Ea brbiek eb Aare 8 Super League Minor _ free kick which set him up to 
post header by the 16 year old Antonopoulos In the Bath made it six, but Cho apinaskt 4 7 eee 
Mounties grabbed a late goal from Darren loca, who followed up a save from the ampionship and —_ smash home from just inside 
penalty spot by Angelo Rodic when Eric Lynch hit his shot law at the Keeper. simultaneously grabbing the the box. 
BELMORE 5 ROCKDALE SU 2 $25,000 cheque that —_Best performers for the 
Beimore recorded their fifth win in five matches but it was still not enough to secure accompanies the title. Eagles were _ Souris, 
them ber inte fal folowing Snore’ orate draw a Ryde these ay Compounding the first Karavata Mendez, 


Rockdale did not provide much opposition as Melissourgos and Soper scored 5 
eaciin the (0th and 48th minutes and the former got another the fond fora handy 3+ team's glory, the Eagles made Utjese1 
O half time lead. it a clean sweep by also 


novic and Stephane Jee, 
while Canterbury's best was 


Rockdale showed signs of a possible comeback with a Nick Markovski goal three winning their respective Minor striker Robert Jerkovic who 
minutes into the second half and a second two minutes later from Spase Najdoski, but Championships in both Under battled with little quality ball 
John Cosentino soon made it four and Gaston Herrera five in the last five minutes for a 21 and Under 18 competitions, service, 

Strong finish to the Belmore season. For the Eagles’ young A far from dejected 
heroic star striker, Steve Canterbury coach John 


eichhardt Tigers secured second 

spot on the Super League table 
after winning 5-3 against Central 
Coast at Pluim Park, 

In an amazing second half and in 
particular the last ten minutes which 
saw six goals, Leichhardt always 
stayed that one step ahead of the 
Coasties, who needed to win to make 
the semi-finals, 

After a fairly lacklustre first half, 
which produced no goals and few 
scoring opportunities, the second 45 
minutes was all action. 

Mite Talcevski put the Tigers ahead 
in the 56th minute after flicking his 
header past Coasties keeper David 
Fitzsimmons from close range. 

With the Coasties pushing forward 
they were always going to be suspect 
to quick Leichhardt raids, and in the 
‘65th minute Anthony Tesoro put them 
two up with a sweetly struck volley, 

‘Then with just over ten minutes to 
go, Andrew Clarke pulled a goal back 
with a powerful header and the crowd 
came to life. 

But they were quickly silenced 
when Tom Bozdaric lobbed his shot 
over a stranded Fitzsimmons to make 
it3-1, 

Nathan Byrn nearly had the 
Coasties back in the game a minute 
later but his shot struck the crossbar, 
Thirty seconds later Leichhardt went 
further ahead when a long free kick by 
Jeremy Pettenon somehow missed 
everyone and trickled into the back of 
the net. 

However the Coasties were not 
about to give up and the Hong Kong 
bound Clarke scored with five minutes 
to go and two minutes later Shane 
Knight made it 3-4. 

However, with the Coasties pushing 
everybody forward they were caught 
by John Buonavoglia who, after 
beating his opponent, struck a great 


KK 


21s 


EIGHT GOAL THRILLER 
AT PLUIM PARK 


18s we 


ELIMINATI 
‘ 


shot past Fitzsimmons which went in 
off the post, 


e+eee 


SAINTS STUN BONNYRIGG 


ST GEORGE ended the season in 
sensational style with a surprise 2-1 
win over in form Bonnyrigg White 
Eagles at St George Stadium, 

The Saints having avoided the 
wooden spoon on Wednesday night 
with victory over Sutherland, were not 
expected io trouble second placed 
Bonnyrigg 

Adrian Molachino put the Saints 
ahead in the 40th minute and then 
shocked the Eagles with a second six 
minutes from time. 

James Warburton scored minutes 
later to pull a goal back for Bonnyrigg 
but despite a late frantic rush on goal 
the Eagles could not produce an 
equaliser. 


eooeoe 


DEMONS OUT OF FIRE 


SUTHERLAND Sharks ended a 
poor season on a high note with a 
come from behind 3-2 win over 
Blacktown City at the Gabbie 
Stadium. 

Down 2-0 after only 30 minutes to 
Paul Donnelly own goal and a solo 
effort by Steve Cutler, the Sharks 
fought back to record only their third 
victory of the season. 

Grant Bard scored twice for the 
Sharks and for the second week 
running Greg Lerond converted a late 
penalty, this time for the winner. 

‘The loss for the Demons however 
did not dent their semi-final chances 
and they will play in the Elimination 
Final on Sunday. 


Karavatakis it was an 
afiernoon he will never forget. 
The talented Karavatakis was 
first struck with a double dose 
of joy after having scored two 
first half goals to also finish 
the season as the Super 
League's top scorer, 

But minutes after fulltime 
his joy was completely 
destroyed after receiving a 
phone call at the Stadium 
informing him that his young 
brother, holidaying in Greece, 
had just been struck down by a 
motor vehicle while riding a 
bike and is now hospitalised. 

The Eagles opened their 
scoring in the 20th minute 
when Karavatakis headed in a 
lovely cross from fellow- 
striker Saso Petrovski. 

On the half hour mark 
Karavatakis from the first post 
delicately head-flicked into the 
target following a Gabriel 

lendez corner 

But seconds before the 
break and through good lead 
up work by midfielder Jimmy 
Nikas, Canterbury pulled one 
back through their powerful 
and towering substitute George 
Kategiannis who had come 
onto the pitch just four minutes 
earlier replacing the injured 
Juliano Damjano. Following a 
goalmouth scrimmage that saw 
stopper George Souris clear a 
shot off the line, Kategiannis 
slammed the rebound deep into 
the target. 

The Eagles playing with an 
industrious 2-1-5-2 formation 
quickly cracked open the 
Berries setting up repeated 
chances for shots at goal. 

Five minutes after the break 
the Eagles flew further ahead 
through Saso Petrovski. A 
brilliant and delicately flicked 
ball from Mendez who had 
been fed from the fight flank 


SUPER LEAGUE 


Saturday August 9 


PRELIMINARY SEMI FINAL 


Xipolitas, stated after the 
match, “We conceded very soft 
goals like in our previous 
match, but 1 was happy with 
some of my young players, as 
at the beginning of this season 
T felt that we may have had to 
struggle to just avoid 
relegation. We have a basis for 
our future for next season but 
for now congratulations to 
Parramatta Eagles as they fully 
deserved the Minor 
Championship.” 

Meanwhile Parramatta’s 
successful coach and former 
Australian World Cup player 
Doug Utjesenovic, was placid 
after having just won the title, 
electing to state, “Chi Chi 
Mendez was involved in three 

joals and our central marker 

jeorgie Souris played a real 
captain’s knock. I thought 
however that we should have 
Killed the game in the first 15 
minutes as we pushed the ball 
around well, but I was most 
disappointed when we ended 
up conceeding that goal to 


Y M'KVILLE 
OLYMPIC: Tolios: Tsigolls, 
Shepherd, Raeburn: 
Damjano (Kateglannis 40), 
Percy, Nikas, Hantzis 
(Oustambasidls 59), 
Mendes (Panagopoulos 
16): Christoforidls, 
Jerkovic. i 
Scorers: Eagles: 
Karavatakis (20, 30), 
Petrovski (50) Utjesenovic 
a Berrles: Kategianis 


KK 


Gabbie Stadium 


nw City v Canterbury Marrickville 
Sunday August 106 ie 
N SEMI FI NAL 


4 


SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE 0055 22885 Ma.calw 


Melita Stadium 

“Blacktown City v Bankstown City 
21s — StiGeorge Saints v Sutherland Shaeks — 
lacarthur Rams v Sydney United — 1 


fain, 1DS Higher rateapplic 


rmobile and public phones) 
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By JOHN ECON JOHN ECONOMOS 


Graeme McKinnon, former 
APIA great of the 60s and 
early 70s, now living and 
coaching in the Phillipines, 
recently was inducted into the 
Sports Hall Of Fame in Cebu. 

eRe 


became the 


GRAEME McKINNON 
HONOURED OVERSEAS | 


This is in recognition of his 
outstanding services to Junior 
Soccer in the Phillipines. He 
very first 
foreigner in Cebu to be 
granted this honour. 

Currently in Sydney on 


holiday, McKinnon first went 
to Manila in 1980 to play for 
the San Miguel Club on a one 
year contract. He returned to 
Sydney to coach APIA’s 
Youth team the next year but 
in 1986 Graeme returned to 


Meysian champion 
outfit, Selengor last 
Sunday won the FA Cup 
Final beating Penang 1-0, 


NSW. Pre-Qual uarter. Elnals 


Marist Ashgrove .. 
Shailer Park. 
h, 


Mackay North. BY 
Paim Beach - Currumbin 4 penucese 


WESTERN 


ROUND 19 


Fremantle City v Sp'wood Dalmatinac 
Western Knights v Dianella Wh Eagles 
Jndalup City v Bayswater City Pan 
Stirling Macedonia v Sorrento 
| Swan IC v Inglewood Falcons 
Perth SCv olympic Kinusway, 


perpogs 
San anus 


| B'sendeon Cal'ian v Leeming Strikers 
Cockburn UtdvBalga = 
Perth City v Balcatta _ 

| North Lake v Stiring Suns 
| Queens Park v W'neroo 0 City. 


HHSoS 52 


Onsen ae 


AUSTRALIA 
Premier League 


yp oosos” 


BILL TURNER CUP 


ROaSK 


a 


Selengor is the club 
where Australian 
international defender 
Mehmet Durakovic plays 
and on Sunday were 
bolstered by former West 
Ham striker Tony Cottee. 

Selengor won Jast year’s 
Cup Final by the same 
scoreline defeating, Ronnie 
Smith's club side Sabah, 
where Sydney United’s 
current coach David 
Mitchell was the sole scorer. 


Heed 


SCOTT OLLERENSHAW, 
the former Socceroo striker, 
now based in Malaysia with 
Sabah, at long last has 
started to get in amongst the 
goals. After a bad start to 
this season, and missing 
many matches following 
surgery to an injured elbow, 
Scotty has scored eight goals 
to date, 


the Phillipines and settled in 
that country’s second largest 
city of Cebu, which is one 
hours flight south of the 
nation’s capital. 

Since then McKinnon, who 
next month turns a young 51, 
has heavily involved himself 
in coaching Juniors in the 
steamy jungles of the 
surrounding areas of Cebu, 
helping to spread the gospel 
of Soccer to the young and 


+oooe 


FORMER UTS Olympic 
striker, Alistair Edwards 
also found goals at a 
premium at the beginning of 
the Malaysian league season 
but lately has started to hit 
the target for his club side 
Sarawak. 

To date Alistair has 
scored nine league goals, as 
well as two in the FA Cup, 
that has helped lift the team, 
coached by former 


NNSW NBN League 
FIRSTS 


ROUND 15 aj 
Wallsend Red Devils 0 
Belmont Swansea SwansO 
Toronto Awaba Stags 0 
Highfields Wolves 3 
Broadmeadow Magic 2 


r. 
Po Next week ABSW will 
bring you an interview with 
this great servant of the World 
Game. 


a 


Edgeworth Eagles 3 
Easts Maitland 4 
Cessnock Hornets 0 
Weston Workers Bears’ 0 
Hamitton Warriors. 4 


wp Lk 
Broadmeadow apie 414 AG 2402 
Edgeworth Eagles” 912 9.2 4 
Highfields Wolves 13 8 3 2 
Hamilton Warriors 614 6 95 °° 3 
WW Bears eo mb 6 it 
Toronto Awaba Stags 13.5 4 4 
Easts Maitiand ASS eB 
Cessnock Homets = 14. «47 6 
Wallsend Red Devils 12510 
Belmont $ Swans: T GaEAT 


TOOHEYS Leagu 


Singieton Strikers 
W/Walisend 8'Bells 
Tingira Eagies: 
Budgewoi Budgies _ 
Beresfield Utd © 
Pasminco Roosters. 


Manning Mustangs 12, Stockton sharks 11, ee 
Strkers 9 Tinga Eagles 3. 


Jomy _Neweastle KB master Alan _ 
Vest, into second place on 
the ladder. 


oeee 


BRIAN BOSWELL the 
former Morwell Falcons and 
Canberra Cosmos 
midfielder/striker is leading 
the goal scoring charts in the 
Malaysian league, hitting the 
target twelve times for his 
current club Brunei. 


o+oor 


POPULAR Captain of 
Johor, Darren Stewart 
together with former UTS 
Olympic player Milan 
Blagojevic, have helped to 
hoist their club to the top of 
the Malaysian league. 

The former Newcastle. 
Breakers attacking 
centreback, has played in the 
striker’s role for many 
matches as Johor was 
struggling to secure a quality 
striker, 


Foooe 


DAVID MITCHELL, the 
newly appointed Sydney 
United coach, is currently in 
Selengor for four days tying 
up some loose business 
pieces before returning back 
to Sydney later this week. 
Mitchell has signed up the 
former Olympic attacking 
left midfielder Steve 
Refenes. This completes a 
double signing from his 
former club, Olympic with 
David Barrett. 


eeoee 


AUSTRALIA’S 74 
WORLD CUP DINNER 


AUSTRALIAN World Cup Au Cup 
striker, 21 year old John 
Aloisi, was snapped up by 


‘Austrian side, Rapid Vienna, 
They have also signed 
Australia’s World Cup 


Terry Venables’ 
Portsmouth. He was 
transferred from his Italian 
club, Cremonese, in a deal 
worth $625,000. 

This surely is an 
outstanding bargain for the 
English club. 


Oooo 


MARCONI’S international 
midfielder Craig Foster, 
although strongly rumoured 
to be heading for 
Portsmouth, has suddenly 
found himself in great 
demand from another 
European club. Making a 
late bid to snap up Foster is 


playmaker Ned Zelic, 
ooeee 


PARRAMATTA Eagles 
highly talented midfielder 
Gabriel “Chi Chi’ Mendez is 
- reluctant to return to Austria 
where last season he played 
with Wacker. 

‘The energetic midfielder, 
who last Sunday was 
involved in setting up three 
of the four goals that 
ultimately sunk Canterbury 
Marrickville 4-1, has plans 
at the end of the New South 
Wales season to head off 
and join a new club in 
Portugal or maybe even 
Spain. 


In his way to Portsmouth. 


by JOHN ECONOMOS 


his week a private 
committee is meeting to 
put the finishing touches to 
a long overdue dinner and 
presentation in honour of 
Australia’s historic World 
Cup Finals team of 1974. 

Prominent striker, Adrian 
Alston, a member of the squad 
that did battle against East 
Germany, West Germany and 
Chile, is a signficant member 
of the organising committee. 

The dinner will be held on 
Friday August 29 and will 
embrace a sumptuous five 
course dinner plus all drinks. 
A poster signed by all the 
1974 Australian World Cup 
players will be handed out to 
everyone as a special 
memento of the occassion. 

It will be wonderful to see 
once again Australia’s 
magnificent captain the blond 
haired, heavily moustachioed 
Peter Wilson. 

“Big Willie” suddenly 
disappeared off the Soccer 
scene never to be seen again 
in public when he retired ina 
most gallant and brave exit 
immediately after the National 
Soccer League Cup Final of 
1979. 

APIA were successful on 


Peter Wilson: Australia's magnificent World Cup Finals 
Captain in West Germany. 


the day, with Wilson their 
Captain and also their Coach! 

Since that day Peter Wilson 
has never been seen or heard 
of in Soccer circles. 

Desperate endeavours are 
being made this week to 
entice “Big Wi to come 
out from underground (he 


earned his living as a 
coalminer), 

The cost of the tickets 
you'll never guess. But of 
course, $74.00! 

Full details of the dinner 
will be broken to our readers 
in next week’s edition of 
ABSW. 


ACT Soccer Federation 


ACT Soccer Federation Sports House Maitland Street Hackett ACT 2602 Tel: 062480614 Fax: 062572958 
Internet Home Page: http://www.actsf.org.au./ — By GRAHAM COOKE 


PEDANTIC LAWS 
INTERPRETATION (Qn cee 


i: enjoyable Soccer memory. 
66 Pes interpretations of the Ciorspanlagays hemes ee 


adjust,” he said. 
“The referees 
let a lot more 


I quit Soceer at the “If there’s one person to 
rules by referees are spoiling Wwe wien 1 ove-the est id 
the game in the ACT, one of end of the current season 


irre Soccer then its (Monaro 
the Premier League’s leading coaches go. The result seats this time he president) Laurie Pastrello. 1 
believes. 


was a very f was a 15-year-old playing for 
Olympic’s Ray Junna (right), often physical style | , Thete will probably be a Canberra North when we 
mentioned for the job as assistant to 


A few raised eyebrows at this 2 in anit 
of play, but it beat them 3-2 in an important 
Branko Culina with Novell Canberra Y was fair to both | l#test announcement. Many game, The next thing | knew 


h \ ill have heard it several i 
Cosmos, says the attitude of referees has sides and we had He bef 1 was being transferred to 
been a negative in what has been an no complaints.” fae va guampaoio ba Monaro for $200. 
; g lighly “A few years later I was 
otherwise excellent local season. " ut ed send-offs in the it 
if e h P 1the sold on to Canberra City for 
‘You can’t seem to touch people, you ie 3 past, only to pop up again at §98 000, a retty good deal 
can’t put your arm out ... you can’t shield E the start of the next season. for theclube © 
the ball any more without drawing a free For the man whose name Back with Monaro during 
Kick,” he said. ‘ has been synonymous with its two-season excursion into 
“It’s not just me, talk to most coaches ' y ACT Soccer for almost the the national league in the 
in this competition and you will get a i last quarter of a century, it is mid-1980s, he disagrees with 
similar story.” i y / hard to let go. many critics who say it was a 
Junna said players were coming /*' 4 al WE But last Saturday, as one quixotic task which should 
hesitant in making heavy tackles for $ > 2 of his former clubs, Monaro, never have been attempted. 


marked 30 years of football “The club always had the 
with a night of unabashed potential to go that extra yard 
nostalgia, Giampaolo and achieve true greatness, 
admitted that at 38, playing is Laurie Pastrello believed it 


fear of drawing a caution. “If you pull 
out of going for a 50-50 ball, if the 
game loses its contact element, then 
itis reduced as a spectacle,” he said. 


‘ \ beginning to lose its appeal. ; 
His comments echo those of one ij e : and worked hard for it, but 
«a? q ‘m running three video 
of Olympic's most experienced businesses anda food out 241Y, Not enough people 
players, Andrew Young, who said y now. It’s time to concentrate “ 


said. 
“Now Novell Canberra 
one : Cosmos are knocking on that 
I enjoyed my years with door, and for the sake of 
Monaro, and the 1979 NSW Soccer here, I hope they have 


Grand Final win over better luck in opening it.” Baz Giampaolo: At 38, it's time to make some money. 


Promotion ((oue Wii Ba lh 


niversity of Canberra For 80 per cent of the game ‘This should not detract from Ina hard-fought match with 


e ® e © virtually booked it place it pounded the University a University performance that very few chances, it took an 
¢ r | @ r id € r+ | r | ie in next year’s ACT Premier defence, especially in the last was full of character. James hour before the scorers were 
, J d _= League with a spirited 0-0 15 minutes when its Modric was an outstanding troubled. A cross by Lou 


draw against Canberra City opponent's combination of defender, among his _—_ Gaspari of Juventus found the 
lubs seeking promotion in the wake of controversy said clubs should not | atMajuraOvalonSunday. shocking finishing, some colleagues there are some who, Monaro defence asleep and 


the team confronted a different on making some money,” he 
style of refereeing during the ai g 
club’s recent tour of the Pacific 
island nation of Vanuatu, 

“Tt took us the first match to j;_ 


to the ACT Premier surrounding the likely participate in the top division After a series of indifferent excellent skills from student —_from the point of view of skill Matt Valeri capitalised to give 

League must fulfil certain scenario of runaway State of the state competition if they | results left the University goalkeeper Paul Levi, and alone, should probably not be the home side the lead. 
criteria, Soccer Canberra League leader, Capital City have no intention of | anchored perilously close to desperation defending from the playing at this level. Monaro stepped up a gear 
president Steve Doszpot Suns, replacing Tuggeranong eventually winning Premier | the relegation zone, coach men around him, prevented the But in Soccer, skill is not and with 20 minutes to go 
United in the Premier League League status. Vince Taglieri asked his men throu; always the deciding criteria, Man-of-the-Match Jimmy 


says. breaki 3 
“They must, first of all, win next season, The Suns “If clubs simply want to | to prove in this game that they Both Luka Ujdur and Joe and when it comes to grit and Baxter was on hand to tap in 


promotion on the field,” he currently do not field a team play socially we have | were good enough for the top Campagna had excellent determination, the entire team after a fierce Danny Macor 
said, “After that they must —_ at youth level. divisions to accommodate | league, and while there are chances for City. Ujdur’s deserved some sort of award shot was not cleared. 
prove their financial viability  Doszpot stressed that “If them,” he said. “State League | clearly holes to fill, enough shooting was a mixture of on Sunday. Not long afterwards, a 
and ability to compete under the Suns satisfy all the criteria One exists as a feeder into the | was done to warrant another harmless prods and wildly Monaro corner was solidly 
the requirements of the surrounding promotion to the Premier League.” try in 1998. inaccurate drives; Campagna OOo headed in by Robbie Coulter. 
Premier League competition.” Premier League, then they ANU’s decision allowed ‘The dropped points dent, had probably the best chance MONARO kept its finals Juventus applied the 
He said that included being will be accepted.” the 1996 bottom club, | butdonotdestroy City'shopes of the game, but with Levi deuivationg alive with a pressure forthe Inst 10 minutes, 
able to field teams in all three And in a pointed reference — Monaro, to retain its Premier | of a top-four place. However, _ helpless on the ground and the ak hac seine 2-1 win Dut could not break through 
sections of the league — to the rejection of promotion status. This year, Monaro isin | unless this performance is an ball at his feet on the edge of over Gungahlin Juventus, 4 any hope of a finals place 
firsts, reserves and youth. by last year’s State League the running for a top-four | aberration, it too can start to the goal area, he blazed high writes Nice Guoth, * disappeared with this result. 


‘The president was speaking champion, ANU, Doszpot _ place. plan for next season. over the bar. 


NOVELL ACT 


Premier League 
Sunday, August 10 — ound 


Uni of Canberra v Queanbeyan City......UN! 
Olympic v Canberra City.. 
d Monaro v Weston eles rae 
inganiin Juventus Tuggerano} Inited v Gungahlin Juventus 
canoes Geirre Tanger anor United} United) Belconnen d v Canberra Deakin. WODEN PARK 


Sk88aS4— 


enon, 
pret % 


3338 


ee “ 
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Bast 


“STATE LEAGUE 
‘DIVISION 4 


_ Youth: Betwest-Olympic 4 Belconnen A “NORTH OVAL 
iets so aera nies ae ital Ci O'CONNOR OVAL 


Beles .KAMBAH 3 OVAL 
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WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
| FRANCE 1998 


Wil 


4974 GERMANY 
4978 ARGENTINA 
4982 SPAIN fs 1982 ITALY 

4986 MEXICO Ae 1986 ARGENTINA 


4990 ITALY 1990 GERMANY 
4994 USA 1994 BRAZIL 


1974 GERMANY 
1978 ARGENTINA 


WE WERE THERE® 


THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 
SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


Fairfield NSW 2165 
Tel: (08) 8356 3266 


lelaide: 
Sea Air Travel Service xclusive Holidays 
e Road, = 2 
indon 
Tel: (08) 8235 0421 Tel: (02) 9728 1900 
Fax: (08) 8356 8473 Toll Free: 1800 810681 Fax: (02) 9725 7627 : 
Lic No. TA1352 Lic No. TA125-7 Lic No. 2TA000828 


rauel and Sta Air Travel 


"First Round Championship 
The Package includes: : : rs ae 


@ Return Economy Airfares Package Tourist Superior 

SURI) @ 7 First Round Matches (Prices per person) Tourist 
til! © Stadium Tickets 

© Hotel Accommodation 7 Match Category 3 dellt 4,877 5,640 

ABTS © Transfers to and from Airport 
© Transfers to and from Stadium 7 Match Category 2 5.225, e025) 

16 @ Intercity Transfers by either Air or 7 Match Category 1 5,462 6,262 
Nights Luxury Coach : d 
g @ Fully Escorted Single Supplement 1,280 1,920 


"Second Round’ Championship (inc. Finals) 


The Package includes: _ = AS wiass 


® Return Economy Airfares Package Tourist Superior First 
yates @ 4 Stadium Tickets on Second Round .| (Prices per person) Tourist Class 
Match — Quarter & Semi Final Match ia 

till — 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Place Finals | 8 Match Category 3 5,967 6,567 7,368 
Sielive © Transfers to and from Airports 
@ Hotel Accommodation 
16 @ Intercity Transfers by either Air or 8 Match Category 1 7,497 8,297 8,897 
Luxury Coach 
Nights © Fully Escorted Single Supplement 1,280 1,920 2,560 


"First & Second’ Round Championship (inc. Finals) 


The Package includes: 
© Fully Escorted 
@ Return Economy Airfares Package Tourist Superior First 
10 June Be Stadium Tickets — 1st and 2nd (Prices per person) Tourist Class 
Round 
till © Quarter & Semi Final Matches — ‘st, 15 Match Category 3 7,886 | 10,607 11,976 
13 Jul 2nd, 3rd & 4th Place Finals z 
fy y @ Transfers to and from Airports & 15 Match Category 2 8,625 11,282 12,882 
Stadiums 
32 @ Hotel Accommodation 415 Match Category 1 9,690 12,559 14,159 
@ Intercity Transfers by either Air or 
Luxury Coach 
@ Fully Escorted 


All package prices based ex Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane. 
Applicable add ons for other capital cities. First Class, Business and Round World options are available. 
Published 1st June 1997. Recommended Prices Only. Prices may vary due to Exchange Rates. 


8 Match Category 2 6,450 7,257 7,857 


pert peers coord 


Nights Single Supplement 2,560 3,840 5,120 
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HEIDELBERG ALTONA 
_ST ALBANS | FAWKNER 
By Dwyght Tufnell By John ‘Rigas 
t Albans Saints beat ited: ier eague leaders Altona Magic 
Heidelberg United 3-0 in a United Cae | Femeee with a 1-1 draw Markovstt 


game of little consequence at 
Olympic Village on Sunday. 

Heidelberg, last seasons 
runners-up, have been the most 
disappointing team this term and 
on Sunday the Saints showed 
exactly why. 


Tsoumerkas  _ 
{Vouloumanos} 
Hasler, Svigos, 
Karapatsos, 
Anastsiou, 
Medjedovic, 

Heidelberg nearly took an early @ Stefanidis, MacNicol. 
lead when Robert Mikulic Stee 
defelcted the ball onto his own Bein He 
post but from then on, only St Razov (Cuze))" 
Albans looked like scoring. Vidakovic, Tae: 

Hrvoje Karl gave them the lead in the Kishan a 
pte xainutss lobbing over Glenn Clarke Karl 
from a Slavko Rados pass. 

Rados made it 2-0 five minutes later (ves, a hors, 
with a neat flick from a Josip Kozic 
cross, 

An the 75th late Rados completed ( 
the scoring when he took an Artur 

Kirishian through ball and shot (A ee) 
powerfully past Clarke. 


against an unlucky Fawkner Blues 
at Paisley Park on Sunday. 

Fawkner created all the play early 
on as Ivan Duzel destroyed Altona in 
the midfield. 

The Blues struck first blood after 
20 minutes through Tony Sterjovski. Sterjovski caught the 
Magic defence napping as he expertly lobbed ‘keeper Darren 
McGrath from 20 yards. 

Altona scored an equaliser ten minutes before half time 
from the penalty spot, 

Striker and club leading scorer converted the spot kick. 

Two minutes into the second half Peter Psarros had his 
strike on goal cleared off the line by 
Zdravko Atanasovski. 

Becvinovski had the opportunity to 
win the game for Altona but he missed 
an open goal chance in the 76th 
minute. 

Zoran Cvetkovski was given his 
marching orders by referee Andrew 
Stacey after he had received two 
yellow cards, 


Kutlesovski, 
Madarovski- 


Dal 10n, a el 
ee Retre, : 


Sterjovskl. 
Rel et stacey. 
Votes 3 
Bordignon: (FB), 2 
Duzel (FB), 1- 
| Rusmir (AM) 


PRESTON 
PORT MELBOURNE 
SaaS 
By George Koukeris r 

Ages! match for Preston Lider 3 

Lions, against Port Melbourne (lavevski), 
Sharks, proved to be more Lisolaiski. é 
chanenclac than expected, but the BER Sn 
Lions prevailed to win 2-1. Filiposki, Emsovski, 

Preston started on the right note, Wanoy (Chiodo), 
but their control slipped away as the Radecki, Burlak 
Sharks gave no mercy in attack. (Dimovski) 

The breakthrough occured in the Stavrevski, ig 
28th minute as Nick Papadopoulos masevalds 
headed in uncontested, Sharks: rales. 

A repeated attack just five minutes later showed Port's Argyriou sha act 
confidence shining throu ugh They scored but Andrew iiecn ie 
Strapelias fell into the offside trap. Daglis; pouics? 

In the second half Preston ieeded an early goal and in the Kytiako rifos 
50th minute their persistance was rewarded as Chris Va sie s 
Emsovski volleyed ey to Nick Radecki who put Preston oe eteo 

level fs 
Strapelias 

The contest seemed all over in the 
dying minutes but Preston’s Watsakis), Tsaltas; 
determination saw them get a winner 
through Radecki. 

Preston confirmed their spot in the ( Frangos 
finals and look certain to create a (PM), 1- Drogriski 
competitive challenge to whomever 5 


(PL) 


they play. 


ELTON 
BULLEEN. 


By Zoran Milenkovski 


Be een Inter Kings have booked Reds: ” m 
eir place in the top five with a ‘hen 

4-1 thrashing of Melton Reds at Makriagiannis, 
MacPherson Park on Sunday. Bosevski, Saveski, 


M.Mustafa, Ergin, 
Hulusi, Yetismis, 
Carter, T.Simsek, 
K,Simsek, 
‘Yurcheshen. 


King: ist Keogh, 
stojcevskl, 
Mazzint (Valent id), 
Tartaglia, Collina, 


Youngster Mark Bresciano was 
Bulleen’s hero, scoring the opening 
two goals in the 29th and 58th 
minutes, both goals were set up 
Robert Stojcevski. 


Eric Hollingsworth also scored twice, 
both goals arriving in the second half. 


Hollingsworth opened his account 
in the 56th minute after he beat two 


ee Melton defenders and goalkeeper 
© Louie Makriagiannis. Bi ‘ , Ae 
A minute before full time Hollingsworth, 
Hollingsworth volleyed Bullen into a | Guglielmi, Everetts. 


3-0 lead from a Damon Collina cross. 

Melton scored a consolation goal 
in stoppage time when Tamer 
Simsek crossed for his brother 
Kamer who buried the ball past Sean 
Keogh from close range. 


Referee: J.Blaney — 
vate Bresciano, 
(Bi 

Hollingsworth (BK), 

1- Carter (MB) 


ZOcFas 


REDS 


® 


"SPRINGVALE W.E. 
SUNSHINE GEORGIES 


By Milan Ninovic 
GS enareic aiiters White Eagles lost ete 
their chance of finals action R 


Minar, Kitanovski, 
Calomino, Nikolic 
(Styczen), pula 
Miadenovic 
(Mi Marinkovic), 
Gacovski, Kovacevic 
(Rikanovic), Gnjidic. 
Magnacca (SG), 


Georgies: _ 
Wardle, Makris (sent 
off), Field, Tsirtsakis, 
Kanesoulis, Branov 
(De Bono), 


with a 1-1 draw at home to 
Sunshine Georgies on Sunday. 

The draw, plus wins to Green 
Gully, Bulleen and Preston means 
that the White Eagles now cannot 
make the finals series. 

They got off to a good start, taking é 
the lead after 26 minutes when Jim 
Gacovski netted from Antony Burlak’s knockdown from 
Predrag Mladenovic’s corner, 

Sunshine, by this stage were down to ten men with 
Anthony Cassar sent off in the 
19th minute for cisseat: 

The Georgies levelled the 
game in the 68th minute when Degree. pone: 
Anthony Magnacca beat Robert Cassar (ent off, " 
Brian with a low shot from 25 Magnacca. tt 
metres. 

Sunshine had another man oe Ns 
dismissed in the 89th minute. (SWE), 2- Mladenovic 
Bill Makris was the second to go (SWE), 12M: 
when he received his second (Sq) f aac 
caution of the game, | 


FE<COSSBVH 


WE. 


Or ye Hen wate 
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Wt Healthy Diet — Tay 9") | 
Premier League Rd 26 | 
Sunday. August 10 


Springvale White Eagles v Bentleigh Gréens— 
Serbian Sports Centre — kick off 5.00pm 
North Geelong Warriors viAltona Magic — 

* Elcho Park — kick off 3. 00pm 
Fawkner Blues v Thom: 


- Green Guily Reserve — kick o} 
Port Melbourne Sharks v Heidelbs 


Churchill Reserve — kick 
Sunshine Georgies v Bulleen In 
Chaplin Reserve — kick off 


DIVISION ONE — ROUND 20 
South Dandenong 3 - Doncaster Rovers 2 
Moorabbin City 9 - Northcote City 0 
Lalor United 4 - Werribee City 4 
Westgate 1 Richmond 1 
‘Wester Suburbs 1 - Broadmeadows City 0 
Kingston City 3 - Springvale City 0 
Maroondah Arrows 4 - Westvale 1 
‘Table — South Dandenong 49, Westvale 46, Moorabbin City 46, Western Suburbs 41, 
Richmond 39, Kingston City 34, Springvale City 27, Werribee City 25, Lalor United 23, Northcote 
City 20, Doncaster Rovers 18, Westgate 14, Maroondah Arrows 12, Broadmeadows City 10. 


DIVISION TWO — Round 20 
Knox City 1 - Essendon Bruns. Royals 4 
Yarravilie/Glen Eira 2 - Frankston Pines 0 
Beli Park 4 - Regent Bulla 0 
Oakleigh 4 - Old Scotch Waverley 2 
Frankston Strikers 4 - Mooroolbark 1 
Altona East 0 - East Richmond 0 
Altona City 0 - Ringwood City 0 
‘Table — Ringwood City 47, Altona East 43, Oakleigh 41, Frankston Strikers 40, Yarraville/Glen 
Eira 34, Altona City 27, Mooroolbark 27, Regent Bulla 26, Knox City 25, Essendon Bruns. Royals 
24, East Richmond 19, Old Scotch Waverley 18, Frankston Pines 15, Bell Park 8. 


DIVISION THREE RESULTS — Round 20 
Keilor Park 0 - Banyule City 0 
Chelsea 2 - South Caulfield 4 
South Werribee 0 - North Coburg United 0 
Pascoe Vale 1 - Melbourne City 2 
South Springvale 2 - Geelong 3 
Diamond Valley United 4 - Nunawading City 2 

Cranboume 1 - Fi City 1 
‘Table — Cranbourne 43, South Springvale 39, Chelsea 36, Melbourne City 34, Geelong 33, 
Keilor Park 24, North Coburg United 23, South Werribee 22, Banyule City 22, Pascoe Vale 22, 

Fitzroy City 22, Diamond Valley United 21, South Caulfield 21, Nunawading City 5. 


DIVISION FOUR RESULTS — Round 20 
Monbulk 0 - Seaford United 4 
Clifton Hill United 2 - Langwarrin 1 
Geelong Rangers 0 - Stonnington City 3 
Williamstown 3 - Lalor 4 
Sunbury United 1 - Corio 0 
Sandringham City 3 - Moreland City 1 
Keysborough 0 - Sunshine Heights 0 
Table — Stonnington City 45, Keysborough 44, Langwarrin 39, Sunshine Heights 35, 
Sandringham City, Williamstown 31, Clifton Hill United 30, Moreland City 28, Sunbury United 26, 
Geelong Rangers 24, Corio 19, Seaford United 15, Lalor 15, Monbulk 4. 


PROVISIONAL DIVISION ONE RESULTS — Round 19 

Croxton Park 2 - Doveton 0 

Ballarat 1 - Endeavour United 1 

South Wantima 2 - Knox Park 1 

Glenroy 2 - Mitcham United 2 
Springvale Condors 0 - Lyndale United 4 
Melton 3 - Brandon Park 0 
‘Sunshine Blues 1 - North Sunshine Eagles 3 
Table — South Wantirna 46, Melton 46, Croxton Park 43, Knox Park 38, Lyndale United 36, 
North Sunshine Eagles 29, Endeavour United 23, Springvale Condors 21, Sunshine Blues 21, 
Brandon Park 19, Glenroy 17, Mitcham United 17, Ballarat 11, Doveton 1. 


DIVISION TWO RESULTS — Round 17 

Berwick City 1 - Brunswick City 2 
Riversdale 1 - Hoppers Crossing 2 

Templestowe Eagles 8 - Keon Park 5 
Sydenham Park 5 - South Yarra 4 

Waverley Wanderers 2 - Meadow Park 0 
Braeside United - bye 
Table — Sydenham Park 34, Riversdale 33, South Yarra 30, Templestowe Eagles 29, Keon 
Park 28, Brunswick City 23, Hoppers Crossing 19, Berwick City 12, Braeside United 10, Waverley 
Wanderers 10, Meadow Park 10. 


DIVISION THREE METRO RESULTS — Round 17 

Monash University 0 - Dandenong 0 

Morwell Pegasus 13 - Keilor United 0 

Elwood City 4 - Newborough/Yallourn 0 
Ashburton 1 - Melbourne University 2 
Ringwood Rovers 0 - Camberwell Grammar 7 
Uni. of Melb, Blues - bye 
Table — Newborough/Yallourn 38, Morwell Pegasus 35, Uni. of Melb. Blues 27, Dandenong 
26, Melbourne University 21, Ashburton 20, Monash University 19, Camberwell Grammar 16, 

Elwood City 12, Ringwood Rovers 12, Keilor United 10. 


DIVISON THREE FE NTH WEST. RESULTS — Round 17 
strobe University 2 - Mill Park 2 
watson Heights 3 - North Glenroy 1 
Broadmeadows United 2 - North Reservoir 3 
Northern United 0 - Brimbank 2 
Whittlesea United 1 - Somerton City 4 
Darebin United 3 - West Preston 0 
Table — Broadmeadows United 36, Darebin United 35, Latrobe University 34, Brimbank 32, 
Somerton City 52, Northern United 25, Mill Park 21, North Reservoir 18, Watsonia Heights 17, 
North Glenroy 16, Whittlesea United 5, West Preston 4. 


DIVISION THREE STH/EAST RESULTS — Round 17 
East Kew 3 - Endeavour Hills 5 
Dingley City 5 - Flemington Falcons 3 
Collingwood City 3 - Ivanhoe United 2 
Parkmore 1 - Noble Park 3 
Thombury United - bye 
Monash City - bye 
Table —Dingley City 42, Collingwood City 29, Noble Park 24, East Kew 16, Endeavour Hills 14, 
Flemington Falcons 13, Thornbury United 13, Ivanhoe United 13, Monash City 12, Parkmore 10. 


Attona Magic 
Bentleigh Greens 
Green Gully Cav. 
Preston Lions 
Bulleen inter Kings 
Springvale W.E. 

St Albans Saints. 
Heidelberg United 
‘Sunshine Georgies 
Port Melbourne Sh, 
Thomastown Zebras 
Fawkner Blues 

Nth Geelong Warr. 
Melton Reds 


Leading Scorers: 
S.Markovski (Sunshine Georgies) 
% — Becvinovski (Altona Magic) 
16 — Van Egmond (Bentleigh Greens) 
Nilo (Bentleigh Greens) (5 goals for 
Sunshine Georgiles) 
Gnjidic fe et White Eagies) 
Radecki ( in Lions) (1 goal for Green 


Hang sworth (Bulleen inter Kings) 
Alagiozidis (Bentleigh Greens) 


Pascoe Vale SPORTSCENE 
Leading Votes: 


26 — Van Egmond CoN Greens) 

24 — Jolevski (Altona Magic) 

419 — Filiposki (Preston Lions) 

48 — Miladenovic Cou White Eagles) 
Nilo (Bentleigh 


13 - 
12 - 


16 — Svigos (Heidel berg ul tnited) 


DIVISION 1 ROUND 21 
Sunday August 10 


Lalor United v South Dandenong 
Doncaster Rovers v Western Suburbs 
Broadmeadows City v Westgate 
Richmond v Maroondah Arrows 
Westvale v Kingston City 
Springvale City v Moorabbin City 
Werribee City v Northcote City 


DIVISION 2 ROUND 21 
Saturday August 9 


Altona City v Bell Park 
Regent Bulla v Yarraville/Glen Eira 
Frankston Pines v Knox City 
Essendon Bruns. Royals v East Richmond 
Altona East v Frankston Strikers 
Mooroolbark v Oakleigh 
Ringwood City v Old Scotch Waverley 


DIVISION 3 ROUND 21 
Saturday August 9 


Cranbourme v South Werribee 
North Coburg United v Chelsea 
South Caulfield v Keilor Park 
Banyule City v Diamond Valley United 
Nunawading City v South Springvale 
Geelong v Pascoe Vale 
Fitzroy City v Melbourne City 


DIVISION 4 ROUND 21 
Saturday August 9 


Keysborough v Geelong Rangers 
Stonnington City v Clifton Hill United 
Langwarrin v Munbluk 
Seaford United v Sandringham City 
Moreland City v Sunbury United 
Corio v Williamstown 
Sunshine Heights v Lalor 


SYNREHERERHE NEHER HEE RER YY HRY YS HE HY YY HH 


PROVISIONAL 
DIVISION 1 ROUND 20 
Saturday August 9 


Mitcham United v South Wantima 
Knox Park v Ballarat 
Endeavour United v Croxton Park 
North Sunshine Eagles v Melton 
Brandon Park v Springvale Condors 
Lyndale United v Glenroy 
Doveton v Sunshine Blues 


DIVISION 2 

NO GAMES SCHEDULED THIS WEEKEND 
DIVISION 3 

NO GAMES SCHEDULED THIS WEEKEND 
DIVISION 3 

NO GAMES SCHEDULED THIS WEEKEND 
DIVISION 3 


NO GAMES SCHEDULED THIS WEEKEND 
“HEALTHY DIET-TRY IT PREMIER LEAQUE’ 


This weeks Radio 5AB ‘Big Match’ match of the day is Port Melbourne Sharks v Heidelberg 
United. 3AB can be found at 1116 on the AM dial and the program runs from 2.30pm to 


5.30pm. 


Deet — “fxg Je" PREMIER LEAGUE RESULT 


Round 25 Results: Springvale White Eagles 1 (Gacovski) — Sunshine Georgies 1 (Magnacca) » Melton Reds 1 


(K.Simsek) — Bulleen Inter Kings 4 (Bresciano 2, Hollingsworth 2) » Heidelberg United 0 — St Albans Saints 3 (Karl, S.Rados 2) © — 7 
ys Preston Lions 2 (Radecki 2) — Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Papadopoulos) » Thomastown Zebras 1 (Lazarevski) — Green Gully Cavaliers 
Diabetes 2 (Sean Douglas, Armstrong) = Altona Magic 1 (Becvinovski) — Fawkner Blues 1 (T.Sterjovski) * Bentleigh Greens 10 (Alagiozidis 4, The Victorian Soccer 
Nilo 2, Charalambous, Van Egmond, Kalimeris, Papettas) — North Geelong Warriors 0 <a 
eae = ~-AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKL' ee 
fe TEU -— VIEW ADDO He we 


Lad ie 


called Letter 


ABSW is pleased to welcome He. 
Some of you will remember Hen! 
articles appeared from time to tim 


here is currently a television 

commercial here for ‘Oasis’ drinks 

which will interest Australian 
Soccer followers. It illustrates the 
ignorance and contempt in which the 
Poms hold the game down-under, 

In this ad, Terry Venables is shown 
coaching a bunch of Aussie ‘no-hopers’ who 
don’t seem to know the difference between 
Soccer, aussie rules and the rugby codes, In 
short — and in the good old English as well 
as Australian vernacular — itis.a ‘piss-take' 
They are training in some outback place of 
ted earth and bush with Kangaroos hopping 
around while Tel’s face is shown in close-up, 
grimacing in despair, as these actors, who are 
Supposed to be portraying members of the 
current Australian national squad (who play 
for teams like Lazio, Auxerre, Aston Villa 
etc.) leap and fall about like characters in 
some Monty Python sketch, 

Readers of my articles will be aware of 
two things. One, I am British by birth and 
secondly, I do have a sense of humour. 
However, after having lived in Australia for 
many years, followed the game there and 
Written about it, I fail to see the funny side of 
this ad. All it says to me is that whoever 
thought of it is just plain ignorant about the 
game in Australia and is treating his (or her) 
audience likewise, 

T also happen to be a writer of TV script 
humour and the first rule of comedy writing 
is that a sketch has to have a semblance of 
truth in it. If it is too far fetched, it just ain't 
funny and falls flat on its face, F mean, no 
TV ad script writer here would even 
contemplate showing Norwegian or 
Hungarian strikers trying to catch a comer 
kick, yet their National teams have been 
outplayed and well beaten by Australia 
recently. 

But then, followers of the English game 
Over the last century will not be at all 
Surprised by this isolationism and ignorance 


Matthe' 


i, 


For many years an Englishman, 


of the game abroad. It has led to a succession 
of English humiliations beginning with the 
greatest one of all — a 0-1 defeat by the 
amateurs of USA in the 1950 World Cup 
Finals in Brazil. 

‘That shameful episode was of course 
blamed on a combination of bad refereeing, 
pitch, bad-luck, heat, bad food as well as an 
off-day for what had been hailed as one of 
England’s greatest ever line-ups. 

Just three years later, a bunch of 
Hungarian ‘no-hopers’ were sent in for the 
slaughter in front of 100,000 blood-thirsty 
England fans — at the lion’s den of 
Wembley — where no foreign team had ever 
got out alive. These lambs from remote 
Eastern Europe did not lie down as they were 
expected to, They didn’t even just fight back. 
They proceeded to take the lions of England 
apart to the tune of 6-3, with a performance 
of such superiority and skill that they were 
given a standing ovation at the end. 

‘That spanking was regarded as an even 
greater humiliation than the defeat by the 
Yanks. So, the following year, England went 
to Budapest to gain their revenge. Result: 
Hungary 7 England 1. 

‘Twelve years later it appeared as though 
the lesson of underestimating the opposition 
had been Jeamed at last when Bobby Moore 
lifted the World Cup for England at 
Wembley, though it was the only time the 
world champions have ever played every 
single match in their national stadium during 
the tournament. 

But it wasn't long before the old feelings 
came creeping back. The ghosts of USA and 
Hungary re-appeared in the solid, human 
shapes of Poland at the Slaski Stadium in 
Chorzow. Before this 1973 World Cup 
Qualifier, England’s boss, Sir Alf Ramsay, 
who had taken elocution lessons to iron out 
his cockney accent ‘wot befits a knight of the 
tealm’, dismissed their Olympic Champions 
as ‘not worthy of serious consideration’. 

Afterwards, he blamed England's 0-2 


who emigrated to the United States, 
fron *émercca. In this fifteen minute programme, 
nry Wizgier as a regular cont 


he x 
defeat on a bad pitch, bad refereeing, bad 
luck, bad food and another off-day for 
England, 

England had to win the return match at 
Wembley to qualify for West Germany ‘74. 
Sir Alf predicted confidently that it was not a 
guestion of if England would win but by 
“how many”. What happened is now history 
and English fans in their emotional 
disappointment blame the 1-1 draw and 
World Cup exit on incredible Polish luck. 

However, more rational observers, such as 

Brian Glanville, reckon that England were 
allowed to be dominated by a Polish side 
who quite clearly were not aware of how 
good they were. Otherwise, they would have 
Tepeated the lesson of Chorzow and disposed 
of England as comfortably as they 
subsequently did Argentina, Italy, Sweden, 
Yugoslavia and Brazil to brilliantly take third 
place in World Cup ‘74. Their solitary defeat 
was a narrow 0-1 to the winner, West 
Germany. 
Despite the growing numbers of English 
visitors to Australia, your average Pom here 
Still likes to believe that all Aussie men are 
called ‘Bruce’, wear hats with corks dangling 
from them, forever gripping a tinnie of 
Fosters above a Koala-sized beer belly, 
talking only about three things: “Pommy 
bastards, cricket and Sheilas”, 

When Venables was appointed Australia's 
national coach, the jokes based on the 
aforementioned stereotypes came thick and 
fast, culminating in the ad about which I'm 
writing: 

Some people assumed that Tel’s tenure 
might help to re-educate them about the 
changing face of Australian sport where 
soccer is now the most popular participation 
game, and Australia have a team at a very 
respectable world ranking. 

Wrong: The English neither know, nor 


care. 
This is clearly the right time to set the 


16 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — AUGUST 5, 1997 


has kept a weekly date on BBC Radio, which is 
Alistair Cooke comments on major events in the USA. 
ributor from England. 

ry when he served as Sub Editor of the Paper. 
je. They were always thought provoking. 


Henry Wizgier will write his Zeeter frou Suglaed in a similar vein to Alistair Cooke. Here we have the first one for you 
to enjoy, and to make you think. 


Franz Beckenbauer: West Germany's captain in 1974 World cup Final versus 
Holland. 


Terry Venables: Has he insulted Australian players by making drinks ad? 


At that time his sometimes controversial 


record straight because as my historical 
records show, England are at their most 
vulnerable when they underestimate their 
opponents, Glenn:Hoddle will be as ignorant 
about the Australian team as Ramsay was 
about Poland and his predecessors were 
about Hungary and the USA. 

Venables didn't even know Aussies 
played soccer until David Hill pointed out to 
him that half their national squad were 
playing right under his nose in the Football 
League. The other half were plying their 
trades in some of Europe's top leagues, and 
it was this factor, not the paltry $400,000, 
which persuaded Tel to hop onto the next 
Qantas flight to Sydney, 

People talk about the sporting rivalry 
between Australia and England in cricket and 
the rugby codes, but this is mainly one-way 
traffic which affects Aussie emotions much 
more than it does the English, 

Soccer is the only game that really counts 
here. Those defeats in football by USA, 
Hungary and Poland still rankle in the 
English psyche, even though they go back to 
before most of today’s football fans were 
even born, The truth is that a 500 run debacle 
in cricket or a 50 point slaughter in either 
Tugby code, would be a mere gnat bite 
compared to a 0-1 defeat by the Aussies in 
soccer, 

Should England and Australia both 
qualify for France 98, they will need some 
stern warm-up matches. What would be 
tougher for England than an Australian side 
desperate to show the Poms they are not the 
monkeys which are portrayed in the Oasis 
ad? 


Furthermore, if Australia ever manage to 
beat England at football, the outpouring of 
pain caused by such a humiliation over here 
would open the Australian public's eyes, 
once and for all, as to which sport in the 
pe really matters beyond the Torres 

trait, 


BONANZA 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


Jou wcll «at Ge 
Aft pesacee RING NOW 


set of standards on this tour, 
and our style of play,” 
inued Brown. 

"We've got many good 
players that I feel will be 
contending for positions in the 
next few years. But they need 
to know what's expected of 
them — the style, the 
commitment, everything that 
goes into playing top class 
seven hour stopover at Jakarta football. These are the things 
airport along the way. Another they need to learn on this 
flight on the Sunday finally tour.” 
delivered them to their first Brown regards the games in 
match venue of Ostersund, a the USA earlier this year as a 
regional centre of Sweden. earning process, as much for 

With a schedule of seven himself as for the players, 
internationals over the month- having seen limited action in 
long tour, the team will be _ his term as Assistant National 
subjected to a varied range of Coach. “For me, it was 
nations and playing styles. As learning the best system for 
part of his preparation to our team to play. Now we are 
tackle the many unseen teams, very close to setting that in 
Brown has been studying stone. Not that we need to be 
several videos of the recent _ rigid about it, but a system we 
European Championships, can comfortably play and play 
supplied by Danish-based well. That tour was a 
team member Alison Forman. _ realisation of how we should 

“Having seen some of the _ play.” 

Championship on tape, and Brown does not see having 
having met Italy, it’s my to adapt to different 
belief that we don’t have to opposition as a problem. “It 
certainly be taking a very worry about being as good or —_ won't really affect our play, 
close look at everyone on this better, I think we are,” said our style is really very 
tour. And that means character Brown. flexible, It’s based on an 
as much as ability to be able “But it’s also one thing to organised defence, everyone 
to stand up to a strenuous say il, now we've got to knowing their jobs, and a 
program over a yery long believe it. With the make-up _ freedom to express in attack. 
period with a heavy of the schedule, by the end of So hopefully we won't be 
competition schedule, the tour, I’m confident we'll caught unawares,’ 

“For them to give notice on _be able to play the top teams, Brown is looking for 
this tour will go along way _ play well and beat them. 
towards deciding the future of “Tt's important we stamp a 


HUNGARY 
AN 
UNKNOWN 


some of these players, but not 
the end of the process. It’s a 
great opportunity for them to 
stake their claim for selection, 
and then we’ve got the 
National League over 
Summer,” 

The Aussies flew out from 
Sydney early Friday morning 
and arrived in Stockholm the 
next day, having endured a 


ational Coach Greg 
Brown using 
Australia’s current 


European Tour as a major 
decider in the selection 
process as Women’s Soccer 
approaches its next 
significant phase of elite 
development. 

With the National Squad to 
relocate to Canberra in what 
will be a centralised program 
at the Australian Institute of 
Sport, scholarship places are 
the golden prize within 
everyone’s sights. The new 
era is scheduled for 
commencement on July | next 


year, 

“We've just had a meeting, 
and I’ve told the players of my 
expectations for this tour,” 
said Brown last Wednesday, 
the day his charges assembled 
in Sydney for two days of 
training, “I want them to show 
me why they should be a part 
of the next Australian team 
with the centralised program, 
the hardest job for me will be 
which players to take.” 

“T need to make sure I've 
got the right players, so I'll 


proclaim they have what it 


AND 
GOINGS 


ustralia’s 20 player team for the 


international matches, 
ey TT European Tour will fluctuate in 
5 
Rustraliats ext numbers over the course of the four weeks. 


Overseas based players will join up with 
the main party at varying times, some 
needing to fulfil club commitments in the 
meantime. 

Goalkeeper Amanda Paterson who is 
studying at a USA College, will join the rest 
of the squad in Sweden, 

Denmark-based Alison Forman arrives 3 
August for the first match in Sweden, but will 
then miss two internationals when she returns 
to play for club Fortuna Hjerring. She will 
rejoin the tour on August 17, 

Japanese L-League defender Cheryl 
Salisbury will be unavailable to travel to 
Europe until 18 August. 2 

All will be returning to their respective 
‘overseas bases at the conclusion of the tour. 


challenge is Hungary, 
much more of an 
unknown quantity to 
the visiting Aussies. In 
preparation, a fixture 
against top club side 
Femina FC will give the 
team a taste of what 
may be expected. 

Last year, Hungary 
finished in third place in 
Group 8 of the European 
Championship, behind 
Ukraine and Bulgaria 
and ahead of Turkey. 
Consequently, they are 
ranked outside the top 


Denmark. 


Heidi Store 
Carolina Morace 


ani in Europe. ae UPCOMING 
ungary’s — infra- 
structure and SCHEDULE 
development program 
must be relatively strong, gees Ete 
as they have entered the i e 
new UEFA European Ostersund 
U/18 Championship 
which kicks off later this fata te so 
year, 

The two teams have FC Budapest 
never met in 
competition, so this is Sun August 10 
will be an_ historic Australia v Hungary 
encounter. Budapest 
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takes. “When times are tough, 
I'll be reinforcing that 
message, and it will get 
players to stand up and tough.” 


COMINGS | WORLD'S 
MOST CAPPED 


uring the 
‘Championship finals tournament, 
Norwegian midfielder Heidi Store became 
the first footballer of all time to play 150 


Just having celebrated her 34th birthday, 
Store began her record-breaking international 
career in July 1980 when Norway took on 


The top female players are rapidly 
overhauling the record holders in the men’s 
game, with Majed Abdullah holding the record 
at 147 caps followed by Swedish goalkeeper 
‘Thomas Ravelli on 138. 


The worldwide women’s 
rankings are as follows: 


Comment: 


The Australian 
Women have had 
considerable 
investment made in 
them. Two overseas 
tours within one 
year is an expensive 
exercise. In the USA 
they were 
overwhelmed by 
the Olympic 
champions. The 
Matildas came 
closer when the 
USA played them 
three times in 
Australia in March. 

Results must be 
closely scrutinised 
during this 
European excursion. 
They must have a 
good tour, from 
every aspect. Not 
only will the players 
be closely analysed, 
this will also apply 
to the seven person 
coaching and 
support staff. 


recent European 


Norway. 
Italy .. 


ustralia has a tough “AS far back as 1980, 
= irst assignment to Sweden appointed Ulf ~ Head to Head 
kick-off their historic Lyfors as its first full-time Australia v 
European Tour, taking on professional —_ National Sweden 
Sweden tomorrow night Women’s Coach. 


(Wed), one of the world’s 
finest footballing nations 
since the beginning of 
international competition. 


of women’s Soccer, Sweden 
has led the way in a number 
of areas of the game. 


in Sweden commenced in 


huge growth rate. 1973 saw 
them first take to the 
international stage, 
recording a scoreless draw 
against neighbours Finland. 


GEGENHUBER 
CAPTAINS AUSTRALIA 


orld Cup defender 

Sonia Gegenhuber 
was announced last 
Thursday as the new 
captain of Australia. 

Sunni Hughes held the 
leader's role earlier this year, 
but is now back in Japan and 
unavailable for this tour. 

Coach Brown has the 
utmost confidence in 
Queenslander Gegenhuber 
performing well in the 
number one job, having 
worked together in his time at 
the QAS. “Sonia knows me 
well, what I expect and how I 
operate,” he said. “She is a 
very good leader, and will 
also be a great role model for 
the younger players.” 

‘The 26 year old is one of 
Australia’s most experienced 
players, and made her debut 
for Australia in 1989 against 
Japan. Gegenhuber was one 
of Australia’s leading lights in 
the 1995 World Cup where 
she was often assigned a 
marking job on some of the 
best strikers in the world, 

‘The appointment of a new 
leader makes for a most 
unusual situation, 
‘Gegenhuber is joined on tour 
by three former Australian 
captains in Sarah Cooper, 


ed defender given the 
armband. 
as they are all making 


somewhat of a comeback to 
the team,” said Brown. 


Sonia Gegenhuber: Ex; 

Captain's 
Julie Murray and Anissa 
Tann-Darby. “It would have 
been unfair of me to pick any 
of those three as captain now, 


ST 


Their first national league 
was established in 1988, and 
Sweden was of course the 
host nation for the second 
World Cup in 1995, 

Today, Sweden has over 
38,000 registered senior 
players plus an incredible 
85,000 girls under 15, 
playing for a total of 1,300 
clubs. Their top referees are 
amongst the best in the 
world, and come from a 
total of 900 female ‘black 
and whites’ around the 
country. 


One of the true pioneers 


Invitational 
Tournament, Taiwan 


Club football for females 


1970 and quickly enjoyed a 


Pre-World Cup, 
Sweden 


Sweden's International Record: 


1984: inaugural winners — of the European Championship, beating 
England on penalties in the final. 


1987: Runners-up — European Championship, losing the final to 
Norway 2-1. 


1988: 3rd Place — European Championshp, defeated in the semi 
against Norway 2-1 and beating Italy 2-1 for the bronze. 


1991: 3rd Place — 1st World Cup, losing the semi-final to Norway, and 
winning the playoff 4-0 over Germany. 


1995: Quarter-finalists — 2nd World Cup, losing to China on 
penalties. 
Runners-up — European Championship, losing 3-2 to Germany 
in the Final. 


: 6th Place — Olympic Games, finishing third in Group 3 behind 
China and USA. 


: Semi-finalists — European Championship, losing the semi by 
just 1-0 against eventual champions Germany. 


APACHES LAST STAND 


s the race for the 
finals continues, 
Round 19 of the 


Smokefree Premier 
League is upon us with 
the Raiders almost 
certain to wrap up the 
minor premiership. 

Salisbury have the daunting 
task of meeting the Adelaide 
Blue Bagles at Steve Jervis 
Park. The Apaches could most 
certainly kiss their premier 
Teague hopes goodbye with a 
loss and the Blue Eagles are in 
the usual predicament of 
missing out on finals football 
if they don’t pick up 
maximum points, 

The Blue Eagles have 
struggled to play anywhere 
near their capabilities this 
year, with the growing list of 
injuries @ major concern for 
player-coach Zoran Katadzic. 

‘To cap off a tough season, 
Darren Jones has been 
expelled from the club after a 
dispute with Karadzic. This 
match should see them climb 
to consolidate a top four berth. 
In the final two matches, the 
Blue Eagles meet 
Campbelltown and the 
Olympians, who are 


challenging for their top four 
spot, will be tested to the 
maximum. 

The Apaches have tried and 
played their hearts out this 
season but a lack of 
experience has cost them 
dearly. They all know that 
giving up three points against 
the Blue Eagles will see them 
back in the State league, so in 
a last ditch effort, a big crowd 
is expected to rally behind the 
Apaches. 

At Newton Sportsfield, 
Campbelltown Red Devils 
host the Port Lion Pirates in a 
crunch match. Red Devils’ 
Mario Boffa has made it quite 
clear to his players, “If we 
can’t win our home matches, 
we don’t deserve to be in the 
top four”, he said. 

Last time these sides met, 
in Round 12, it finished in a 2- 
2 draw. Both sides will be 
going for the jugular and 
taking the three points. The 
Pirates could still 
mathematically make the top 
four but it will take a mighty 
effort to make it without 
dropping any further points. 
The Red Devils midfield of 
Duane Dobson, Paul Beltrame 
and captain Tony Scalzi, need 


Ayrton Andrioli: ‘oat made a big impression since 


ining 


Olympians. 


STATE LEAGUE 
ROUND 20 


Enfield City v 
Plympton at 
Rushworth Reserve 
Adelaide City v 
Seaford at Seaford 
Noarlunga v West 
Adelaide at Wilf 
Taylor Reserve 
Modbury v Croydon 
Port Pirie v 
Cumberland at Port 
Pirie 
Plympton v 
Elizabeth at Weigall 
Oval 


to dominate from the start to 
swing the pendulum their 
way. 

The Pirates have been off 
the boil for most of the season 
and coach Ivan Zafran will be 
asking a lot more from his 
experienced campaigners, Leo 
Maio, Bill Misaildis and Steve 
Faruggia. If the result doesn’t 
go their way, surely the re- 
building process will 
commence for the Pirates in 
Round 20 for 1998, 

At Woodville West, the 
Olympians and WT Birkalla 
meet in a match nor for the 
faint hearted. Birkalla have 
stunned Soccer fans this 
season with a combination of 
hard work and the mastermind 
of coach Charley Villani, who 
has found a near perfect blend 
of youth and experience, 
including Jason Trimboli, who 
has attracted Ericsson Cup 
scouts, 

Since the arrival of 
Brazilian Ayrton Andrioli, the 
Olympians have steadied in 
midfield with Theo 
‘Anastasiou finding some great 
form, snaring important goals 
when it counts. Young Nick 
Galanopolous has again been 
one of the important players 
for the Olympians and 
Birkalla will have to be at 
their best to bring on home the 
victory and lock themselves 
into second spot for the 
double finals chance. 

At Hanson Reserve, the 
western derby takes place 
when the Raiders should 
surely wrap up the minor 
premiership against White 
City Warriors. 

Raiders have grown from 
strength to strength with coach 
Alby Kidd having a major 
influence on the talent 
available to him. 

Luis Rodriguez heads the 
goalscoring chart in the 
Premier League and the 
Warriors know all about their 
former player. Tony Reeves 
has found a new goalscoring 
lease of life and so the 
Warriors defence will have to 
be on their toes. 

Warrior defender, Chris 
White, has given everything 
for the shirt and his example 
should be followed by his 
team mates if the Warriors are 
to get anything from this 
match. Defeat will certainly 
end any hope they have of 
making the top four play-offs 
and they too will be looking to 
rebuild for 1998. 


BLUE EAGLES BACK 


IN THE HUNT! 


ound 18 of the 
mokefree premier 
league saw Adelaide Blue 
Eagles climb back into 
premiership contention with 
a 3-0 demolition of White 
City Warriors at Adey 
Reserve. 

The Blue Eagles recorded 
their first victory since round 
12 to propel them into fourth 
position — the Olympians are 
only one point adrift. 

Blue Eagles commenced 
without the experienced Joe 
Cutillo and Donato Dileso, 
adding to a long list of player 
unavailability. Out of 21 
squad players only 12 were 
available for this match. 

Player coach Zoran 
Karadzic, and the tireless 
Michael Berlingeri, emerged 
as the heroes for the Blue 
Eagles with classical displays, 

Right from the kick off the 
Blue Eagles made their 


intentions clear, and in the 
fifth minute — in a magical 
move involving Berlingeri 
and Karadzic — they opened 
the scoring with Berlingeri 
finishing off a beautiful pass 
inside the box from Karadzic 
with an angled drive. 

The Blue Eagles kept the 
Warriors under pressure and 
the ball was predominantly in 
their attacking half for the 
first 20 minutes. Karadzic had 
his opportunity to score from 
20 metres with a free kick 
which whizzed past the 
upright. 

‘The Berlingeri-Karadzic 
show was in evidence again in 
the 25th minute when they 
combined to work their way 
into the box. Karadzic was 
through with Christakos 
blocking his first attempt but 
he could do nothing to stop 
Berlingeri side footing goal 
number two for the Blue 


Eagles. 

‘The Warriors commenced 
their second stanza with 
conviction and in the 65th 
minute, after De Lucia failed 
to clear the ball, Frank 
Salmeron was quick to react, 
picking out substitute Roby 
Jurkovic on the edge of the 
box but he failed to get his 
final shot on target. 

In the 73rd Blue Eagles 
midfielder Paul Simmons 
found Karadzic just outside 
the box, who made his way 
into the box and was brought 
down in a clumsy challenge. 

Romeo Tatarelli stepped up 
to take the spot kick and 
coolly sent Christakos the 
wrong way for the Blue 
Eagles to command a 3-0 
lead. At that point, Karadzic 
substituted himself with the 
fresh legs of Robbie 
Garruccio. 

The only real goalscoring 


oppactunity for White City 
‘came in the 88th minute when 
Chris White stepped up for « 
penalty kick; it was expertly 
saved by De Lucia. It really 
wasn't their day. 

With only three rounds to 
go in the competition, bottom 
placed Salisbury need to 
record three victories and 
hope that White City lose all 
of theirs in the battle for 
relegation. 

Raiders need one point to 
wrap up the minor 
premiership. The last two 
places in the top four will be a 
fight right to the end with only 
three points separating third 
placed Campbelltown and 
fifth placed Olympians, with 
the Blue Eagles the meat in 
the sandwich. Ask any club 
who do they fear the most 
come finals time, the response 
will be ... Blue Eagles! 


FORCE HAVE THEIR SECOND CHANCE 


he Homestart FUTSAL 

League has one big 
round coming up on Sunday, 
August 10, when the re- 
match of the season takes 
place at Campbelltown 
Sporting Complex. 

Adelaide Force, who were 
stung into reality after the Red 
Devils inflicted their first 
defeat of the season, can now 
take revenge at 
Campbelltown. This match 
will attract a big crowd as 
some of the Red Devils squad 
will play their last match 
before returning to pre-season 
training with Adelaide City. 

Red Devils rising star, 
Michael Pirone, who wasn’t 
part of the first victory, is an 
added bonus to the squad 
coupled with the entertaining 
ball skills of Omero Gosti and 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


the level head of Nick Sabjlak. 
The Force will be fired up and 
Siamek Fallah, who had little 
influence on the first 
encounter, can make amends, 
Occasionally, emotions can 
get the better of the players 
and all concentration goes out 
of the window. The Force 
must keep it simple to take all 
the points. 

The match line-ups will be 
interesting with Red Devils 
coach, Zoran Ilicic, out to 
nullify playmaker Spiro 
Simeonakis who, if given the 
space on the right, can win 
matches from his own boot 
(his Australian selection came 
as no surprise). The 
Campbelltown Sporting 
Complex will provide the 
ideal venue with a tremendous 
atmosphere created with the 


Port Adelaide Lion 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Olympians 3 Raiders 
West Torrens Birkalla 4. Campbelitown City 


ic  satsoury Und 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 3 White City Warriors 


help aS ‘ypieallyipowerfal 
PA system. 

At Hillcrest Stadium the 
North East Rangers, who are 
seriously pushing for top spot, 
tackle battle hardened Port 
Lion Pirates. The Pirates 
commenced the season 
destroying all before them and 
the Rangers have now reeled 
them in and are challenging 
for the title. Robert 
Matosevic, of the Pirates, has 
been the most outstanding 
goalkeeper in the league and 
he will be tested by Rangers 
striker Tony Puntillo, who can 
score from anywhere. Pirates 
Chris Groom, if given the 
room, will carve up the 
Rangers and he will have to 
be marked tightly, as will 
George Haralabakis, 

Critics have said whoever 


Elizabeth: City ato) 
Croydon 3 Port ire cy 2 
‘West Adeliade 4 Modbury rah 
Seaford 1. Noarlunga United itd 
Para Hills Knights --2._ Adelaide City i 2 
Plympton 2: Enfield City ~ 2 


ns 


6 Woodville city 


2 i 
3 Port Pirie City. 
Q Cumberland United 


can beat the Pirates will win 
the title, Rangers will surely 
put that theory to the test. 

At St Ives Recreation 
Centre, Port Icebreakers 
tackle Northern Warriors with 
the Icebreakers needing two 
good victories to try and 
climb into the top four, 

The Icebreakers are well 
led by De Goia and Petruzella 
and need a total team effort 
— anything less will see their 
chanced diminish. 

The Warriors have learned 
a great deal in their first 
season of FUTSAL League 
and can take heart that they 
have given each team in the 
competition a run for their 
money. 

No doubt bigger and better 
things will come next season 
for the Northern boys. 
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rgentina lead the 
South American 1998 
World Cup qualifying 
rounds, but the local press is 
not totally satisfied with the 
performance of the squad. 
According to the 
Prestigious sports magazine, 
El Grafico’, the national team 
is well structured but has 
some functional defects, 
claiming that the inclusion of 
the three great absentees — 
Gabriel Batistuta, Claudio 
Caniggia and Diego Maradona 
— will give the team the 
depth and strength needed to 
become a more powerful 
force, 


Batistuta could offer the 
power, pace and finishing in 
front of goal, while Caniggia 
is able to break any defence 
with his ball control and 
speed. Maradona could bring 
his leadership, vision in ball 
distribution and the talent to 
‘guide the team on the park. 

Tn the case of Maradona 
(who is in his best physical 
form since 1986), showed 
glimpses of his class in his 
fifth return to football with his 
beloved Boca Juniors — his 
chances are almost nil. The 
animosity between Passarella 
and Maradona is well known 
and the national coach has 


been firm in his decision of 
not selecting him. 

The pressure from some 
sectors of the Argentine press 
to include the three players is 
mounting, but the polemic 
tactician will persevere with 
the current squad for the time 
being. 

Maybe Batistuta could have 
a chance in the near future 
afier a meeting held in Buenos 
Aires between the Fiorentina 
star and Passarella. 

Although Argentina is 
practically at France 98, the 
Rext three games against 
Chile, Uruguay and Colombia 
will be difficult and will 


Uruguay: The 1 1930 team who won the first world cup. The current squad needs a 


oca Juniors, without its 

star player and captain 
Diego Maradona, beat 
Mexican club Chivas 3-2 in 
a friendly played at 
Guadalajara in Mexico 


vor 


miracle to even get to France 98. 


Chivas: 
Zuniga, Zarate, 
Sanchez, Robles 
(Suarez 67), Romero, 
Coyote, Ramirez, 
Chavez, Garcia (Castro 
61), Napoles, 
Martinez. 


Boca: 

Roberto, Zapellia 
(Matellari 89), 
Traverso, Fabbri, 
Toresani (Lapaglia 54), 
Pompei, Gonzalez 
(Cagna 54), Cedra 
(Islas 54), Rambert 
(Rosada 73). 


Boca’s striker Sebastian 
Rambert (59), youngster 
Pablo Islas (63) and 
defender Nestor Fabbri (64) 
scored for the Argentines 
while Gustavo Napoles (46) 
and Joel Sanchez (85) netted 
for the Mexicans. 


Sebastian Rambert 
scored the first goal for 
Boca in 3-2 friendly game 
win over Chivas of 
Gudalajara before 17,000 


Spectators, 
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Ms" championship 
Cruz Azul won the 


CONCACAF cham- 
pionship, a competition 
reserved for champions and 
runners-up of the North, 
Central American and 
Caribbean Football 
Confederation, _after 
thrashing Seattle Sounders 
of the United States 11-0. 
Necaxa, the other Mexican 
club involved drew 3-3 with 
Guatemalan champion 
Comunicaciones, and 
therefore finished in second 
place, two points behind the 
winners. 


determine if the famous trio 
will be needed for the World 
Cup. 

The team that beat 
Venezuela, 2-0 was Roa, 
Ayala, Sensini, Chamot, 
Zanetti, Veron, Astrada, 
Simeone, Gallardo, Lopez, 
Crespo, plus Berti and Ortega 

Argentina is leading the 
qualifying rounds and has won 
every game since its 2-1 loss 
to Bolivia in La Paz, showing 
great improvement, especially 
in defence, 

The match in Santiago, 
against an impressive Chilean 
side, who beat Colombia and 
Paraguay convincingly, will 
tell if Passarella is right or 
wrong and if the squad needs 
the inclusion of the the ‘Three 
Amigos’. 

Meanwhile ‘on the other 
side of the River Plate 
Uruguay is struggling and its 
chances of qualifying for 
France 98 are almost nil. It 
will be a miracle if the 
Uruguayans take one of the 
four South American places 
after the poor performance 
against an understrength 
Bolivian side who went into 
the match without six of its 
best players. 

The new coach, Roque 
Maspoli (79), a legendary 
goalkeeper who hasn't 
coached at all in the last six 
years, could not solve the 
problems in the Uruguayan 
squad. He must make drastic 
changes if he expects to beat 
Chile in Montevideo, 
Argentina in Buenos Aires, 


It was Cruz Azul’s third 
victory in the tournament. The 
Mexican club won the trophy 
in 1969 and 1971. 

Now they will face South 
American champion, Velez 
Sarsfield of Argentina, for the 
Inter-American Cup. 

Necaxa’s Argentine player, 
Hector Admaitios, was named 
the ‘Most Valuable Player’ 
while Oscar Perez, of Cruz 
Azul was the “Best 
Goalkeeper", and Carlos 
Hermosillo, also from Cruz 
Azul, the top scorer with four 
goals. 


Final standings 


Comunicaciones .. 


Goalkeeper: Siboidi. 
Defenders: Mednez, 
Aguirregaray, Montero, 
Silva. 


Midfielders: Moas, 
Garcia, de los Santos, 
Bengoechea. 

Strikers: Da Silva, Olivera. 


Montero, Moas, Pelegrin. 
Midfielders: Callejas, 
Garcia, de los Santos, 
Bengoechea. 

Strikers: Olivera, 
Zalayeta. 

Reserves: Nicola 
(goalkeeper), Marcelo 
Otera (striker), Abeijon 
(midfielder). 


Peru in Lima, and Ecuador in 
Montevideo. 

Looking at Uruguay’s 
calendar and taking into 
consideration its current form, 
it will be possible to take a 
point against Chile and win 
against Ecuador. But it will be 
practically impossible to beat 
Peru and Argentina, 

The form of the overseas 
based players has been very 
poor, especially from 
Francescoli, Saralegui, Otero, 
Martinez, Herrera and 
Fonseca, who hasn’t been in 
the squad since the loss 
against Ecuador in February. 


en Ivo Basay scored 

to make it 3-1 for Colo 
Colo against Cruzeiro in 
Santiago, it seemed that 
their dream could come 
true, They were on track to 
make it an all west coast 
Libertadores Cup Final; the 
other qualifier being Peru’s 

Cristal. 


But the Brazilians proved 
themselves to be once more a 
spoiler to the Chilean side’s 
dreams. 


After Colo Colo were 
reduced to ten men in the Ist 
minute Cruzeiro pushed for a 
second goal. This came 12 
‘minutes later through Cleison. 
Now the aggregate scores 
were level because the 
Brazilian side won 1-0 at 
home. 

‘The game went to penalties 
with Colo Colo managing just 
one goal from five attempts, 


Meanwhile three veterans, 


defender Oscar Aguirregaray, 
goalkeeper Robert Siboldi and 
midfielder Eber Moas have 
been consistent and should 
keep their places for the 
upcoming crucial games, 


In Uruguay, like in most of 


the South American countries, 
most have an idea of which 
players should be included the 
national team. The local press 


COLO COL 
DREAM E 


while Cruzeiro triumphed by 
missing just one. 

Colo Colo: Ramirez, Salas 
(Vergara 84), Reyes, Munoz, 
Rojas, Emerson, Alegria 
(Neira 46), Espina, Sierra, 
Basay, Zambrano (Villaseca 

62). 


Cruzeiro: Dida, Vitor, 
Gelson, Lucio, Gotardo, 
Nonato (Da Silva 69), 
Fabinho, Ricardinho, Cleison, 
Dinozete, Elivelton, Marcelo. 


ooooe 


SPORTING 
CRISTAL CRUSH 
RACING 


humiliated. the highly 
fancied Racing Club from 
Argentina with a 4-1 
scoreline. The result had 
been 3-2 in Buenos Aires to 
Racing in the first leg. 

Sporting Cristal is the first 
Peruvian side to make the 
Libertadores Cup Final since 
1972. 

Coach Sergio Markarian 
had told the light blues of 
Lima to “touch, attack and 
score.” This they did as early 


“and the fans are divided 


between the overseas based 
players and the locals, 

A poll carried out by one of 
the local newspapers among 
the fans and some experts 
produced the following result: 

Note: On page 4 this week 
are all the South American 
Zone World Cup results, 
fixtures still to come, and the 
table as it currently stands. 


as the fifth minute when Luis 
Bonnett finished off a perfect 
centre from Martin Vasquez. 

Marcelo Delgado headed 
the equaliser for Racing in the 
34th, but five minutes before 
the break, Sporting were back 
in et eae 

¢ with a superb goal. 
~ reward for great work 
in defence and attack came 
Cristal’s way in the 60th when 
Asteggiano headed home 
from a perfectly flighted 
Solano free kick. 

Tensions rose and in quick 
succession Sporting lost 
Rivera and Racing had Ubeda 
and Amoako shown the red 
card. 


Solano completed the 
scoring himself from yet 
another excellent free kick 
with 17 minutes to go. 

Tomorrow (Wednesday) 
the First Leg of the Final 
takes place in Lima — with 
the return seven days later. 

Sporting Cristal; Balerio, 
Rivera, Asteggiano, Marengo, 
Vasquez, Garay, Solano, 
Amoako, Jorge Soto, Nonnet, 
Julinho, 

Racing Club: Gonzalez, 
Navas, Galvan, Ubeda, Mac 
Allister, Michelini, Marini, 
Capria, Serrizuela, Delgado, 

ilallonga. 


jhe exclusive front 

page story by John 

Economos in the 
July 22 edition of ABSW, 
concerning UTS Olympic, 
prompted a few 
comments, 


John knows Geoff 
Harcombe, but it was the 
President of Olympic who 
alerted him to the fact that 
Everton had shown an interest 
in becoming shareholders, in 
the sometimes troubled 
Sydney club. 

It was common knowledge 
about Rene Rivkin, Rumours 
had circulated regarding both 
Eastern Suburbs and 
Canterbury Leagues Clubs 
looking at a possible 
investment. 

‘There is no doubt that in 
order to broaden the club’s 
appeal it must move away 
from its exclusively Greek 
base. The club was started by 
Greek migrants, it was 
alive many times by ‘passing 
the blanket’ for donations 
amongst that community. It 
must never forget its origins 
but surely it is now time to 
step out of those shackles and 
realise its great potential. 


eooee 


‘THE midfield trio at Everton 
when Geoff Harcombe was 
playing for the Toffeemen was 
Alan Ball, Howard Kendall 
and Colin Harvey, 

They played some beautiful 


football including the classic 
passing within a triangle. 
Trevor Payne tells us they 
were known as ‘the Heavenly 
Triangle’ because of this. 


Toooe 


THE same Mr Payne tells of a 
disturbing episode concerning 
UTS Olympic and his son's 
Under 9 cricket team, which 
‘occurred last season. 
The cricket team were 
playing on the outer ground at 

elmore, When they arrived 
UTS Olympic were attempting 
to train. The older ‘boys’ had 
to make way for the young 
cricketers. 

The Ericsson Cup squad 
then moved to the car park to 
Continue their sessions. When 
ne of the players was asked if 
this was where they usually 
trained, he answered in the 
affirmative, there were no 
goalposts and apparently they 
had none all season! 

No wonder David Ratcliffe 
had a rough season. He was 
subsequently sacked but who 
arranged the training 
facilities? 


David Ratcliffe 


tooo 


A LETTER in last week's 
ABSW resulted in a phone 
call from Steve Kenny, one of 
the NSWSF Directors. He had 
responsibility for development 
of the code in country NSW, 
There are in place three 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


hard working, dedicated, full 
team Regional Directors of 
Coaching within the 
jursidiction of the Federation, 
Remember there is a separate 
administrative body for 
‘anywhere north of the Hunter 
and Lake Macquarie. 

Riverina has Bruce Wallace 
while Norm Boardman covers 
Southern, As discussed before 
in this column, Richard Evans 
has Western NSW, sometimes 
called the Golden West. 

These RDCs are raising the 
profile of the game in their 
respective country areas by 
running coaching clinics, 
encouraging the formation of 
new clubs and probably most 
important of all, providing 
coaches with a close-at-hand 
Opportunity to improve their 
knowledge and to go for a 
higher grading, 

The fruits of their efforts 
will be seen as teams from the 
country improve their results 
in both State wide inter-club 
and inter-district competitions. 


OOOH 


REFEREES in NNSW 
continue to be physically 
assaulted in a variety of local 
competitions. This is an 
unacceptable situation and one 
which the ruling bodies must 
clamp down on very hard. 

Ts this violence a symptom 
of our modern society or a 
breakdown in authority at all 
levels of life? 

Just over two weeks ago a 
‘young teenager was the match 
referee in an Under 16 game. 
The losing side went out of 
contention for a Finals spot. 

As is normal that referee 


UCWds CU 


was then Assistant, running 
the line, in a following All 
‘Age game. While play was at 
the other end to where he was, 
a member of the losing Under 
16 team jumped the fence and 
punched him in the mouth. 
‘The assistant ref was knocked 
to the ground with the force of 
the blow. 

Fortunately the player has 

been identified. That is no 
consolation to the referee 
however. 
Everyone must surely 
condemn this type of 
behaviour as totally 
unacceptable, 


eo ooe 


ABOUT a year ago another 
young referee was in charge of 
an Under 16 game when a 
player came up to him, The 
player threatened the referee 
with a headbutting motion, not 
‘once but twice. He stopped his 
head movement millimetres 
from the refs forehead. 

After the second occurrence 
the offender was rightly sent 
off. 


‘The player received a ten 
year ban but.on appeal this 
‘was reduced to three! 

The affected referee and the 
player live in the same Hunter 
Valley town. Not altogether a 
happy situation, 

Referees deserve more 
respect by players, judiciary, 
‘appeals boards and the general 
public. It is also true that the 
game is more important than 
any one person. 

Soccer does not need such 
bullies and oafs. It doesn’t 
deserve them. Get rid of them 
out of the game, 


CVOOe 


THERE is an Academy of 
Sport in the Lismore Region 
of Northern NSW. It has 
helped to produce several very 
accomplished Soccer players 
and has been going for a 
number of years, 

On Saturday August 30 the 
North Coast Academy of 
Sport will benefit from the 
gate takings of a special 
challenge match. Brisbane 
Strikers take the relatively 
short journey to meet fellow 
Ericsson Cup participants, 


Marconi Fairfield, 
The game kicks off at 
7.30pm preceded at 5 by a 
semi final of the local Premier 
League. Lismore’s Oakes 
Oval hosts the game, 

Frank Farina is expected to 
play along with Clint Bolton, 
Wayne Knipe and Chay Hews 
for the Ericsson Cup 
Champions. 


Francis Awaritefe, Dominic 
Longo, Brad Maloney and 
company will be travelling 
from Sydney to try to beat the 
boys from Brisbane. 


Both teams will spend a 
few days prior to the game in 
the local area promoting the 
game, their respective clubs 
and the Ericsson Cup. 


Oooo 


SYDNEY United Have put 
together a new, full time 


Frank Faring 


BRIEF, 


‘Adminstration and Marketing 
team at their headquarters. 
Appointed General 
Manager of Marketing and 
Adminstration is well known 
identitiy, John Denison. He 
has moved from another 
Ericsson Cup club, 
Wollongong City. The success 
of Denison’s pre-match 
entertainment reaped its own 


2a i 
David Mitchell 


rewards for the NSW 
Tilawarra coast Club, with 
increased gates. 

Achieving an ambition has 
been a goal of Rozanna 
Bozobalian. She has partially 
achieved this by joining ‘The 
Puma Team’. Rozanna comes 
to the position of Media and 
Publicity Manager with an 
extensive background in the 
entertainment industry, 
carrying out similar tasks to 
those she will fulfil at Sydney 
United. 

One of the most widely 
experienced players produced 
in Australia is in the hot seat 
as Coaching Director. David 
Mitchell, a consistent 
goalscorer in his recently 
completed days on the field, 
has been keen to gain a post 
with an Ericsson Cup Club. 
‘That has now arrived. 

Young Dean Culina, who 
made his first team debut last 
season, has taken on the 
additional post of 
Development Officer. 


Looking after the accounts 
and general _ office 
administration is Carol 
Stojanoyski. She performed 
similar duties “with 
Wollongong City. 

Altogether a formidable 
team off the field. 


eoeoe 


NOVELL Canberra Cosmos 
have made another signing. 
This time the player moving to 
the National Capital is Harry 
James. 


is the other player being 
watched by Panathinaikos. 

The deal could also 
possibly see the mighty Greek 
club in Melbourne in the first 
week of July next year for a 
series of pre-season friendlies 
with South Melbourne, 


oes 


‘THE World Game is alive and 
well in the Far North Coast of 
NSW. 

Last Sunday 1,100 junior 


After three __years 
experience in the Ericsson 
Cup, James is seeking new 
fields to conquer. 

As Branko — Culina 
commented, “Harry is a useful 
type of player.” James is 
joining a relatively young 
squad which is extremely 
talented, Culina sees the new 
signing fitting in well. 

NNSW_ side Hamilton 
Warriors is the club where 
Harry James has been playing 
recently. He had a turbulent 
final season with Newcastle 
Topper Breakers due to a 
misunderstanding with coach 
John Kosmina. 


eooeoe 


The NSW Waratah Cup 
competition will be a major 
of the pre-season training 
for Novell Canberra Cosmos 
and the Ericsson Cup which 
kicks off on October 4. 
Branko Culina is confident 
that his team will be 
competitive in the new term. 


eoeoe 


SOUTH Melbourne are set to 
team up with Greek giants 
Panathinaikos in a deal that 
will see the Ericsson Cup 
become an club. 
Panathinaikos are looking 
to the Lakers to develop 
Australian players, to a stage 
where they would be good 
enough for them to sign. 
Nothing is set in concrete 
yet, but Lakers secretary Nick 
Sagiakos was recently in 
Greece to meet with 
representatives of * 
Panathinaikos. The Greek club 
are also interested in signing 
four South Melbourne players. 
Bill Damianos, Con Blatsis 
and Michael Curcija caught 
the eye of Panathinaikos at the 
recent World Youth 
Championships in Malaysia. 
Goalkeeper Michael Petkovic 
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players at Geoff Watts Oval 


and Crawford Park in 
Alstoneville, took part in a 
Carnival of Soccer. 

Games kicked off at 9am 
and were completed by 4pm. 
Tt was the first completely dry 
Sunday for many weeks. 

The juniors had six of the 
best playing surfaces on which 
to perform. The Parks and 
Gardens staff of Ballina Shire 
Council are responsible for the 
grass being in superb 
condition. They not only cut 
the grass but roll it on a 
regular basis throughout the 
season. 


young goal 
interesting the Greeks. 
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t’s the time of year 

when Stuart and I 

look at, what we feel, 
will be the fortunes of the 
British clubs for the 
coming 1997/98 season. 
As ever, in our fourth 
year, we'll be taking a 
lighter look, provide the 
information and let you 
make up your own minds: 
as to whether you agree 
or not, Here we go with 
Part Il of ‘Thistle Do’ 
and the English forecasts: 


THISTLE 
DO — 


ScoTLAND 
Division ONE 


AIRDRIEONIANS — 
‘DIAMONDS’ OR 


SWAYSIDERS? 

Ground: Broadwood Stadium 
Record Ait; 24,000 v Hearts, 

S.R.A. Cup, March 8, 1952 
WERE unlucky last term 
when finishing second to St 
Johnstone and losing in the 
play-off final against 
Hibernian, who retained their 
Premier League status. That 
effort will be the yardstick by 
which they’ll measure their 
progress during 1997/98 but 
they do seem to be one of the 
strongest outfits in the 
division at this time. It will be 
a make or break season for 
their Premiership aspirations, 
mainly because any player in 
the side worth his salt is likely 
to be bought up by the bigger 
clubs of England and Scotland 
if they challenge again 
without making the big time. 

Last Season: 2nd. This 
Season — MB: 2nd SJ: 4th 


Ayr UNITED — ‘THE 


Honest MEN’ 
Ground: Somerset Park 
Record Att; 25,225 y Rangers, 
September 13, 1969 
PROMOTED as Champions 
of the second division after 


beating off the strong 
challenges of Hamilton and 
Livingston. They've won the 
Division Two title six times 
previous to this which means 
they are up and down like a 
trumpeters fingers. 

Will do well to stay in the 
same pond with these bigger 
fish and it will be a task they 
are ill-equipped to undertake 
with any true measure of 
success. A quick return from 
whence they came is 
definitely on the cards, 

LS: Champions Div 2. TS - 

MB: 9th SJ: 8th. 


DUNDEE — ‘THE 


DARK BLUE’ 
Ground: Dens Park Stadium 
Record Att; 43,024 -v Rangers, 
S.F.A. Cup, February 7, 1953 
FINISHED in 3rd spot, two 
points behind Airdrie, and will 
be bitterly disappointed at not 
going up and rejoining their 
neighbours Dundee United 
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whose grounds, incidentally, 


are just 50 yards apart and the 
two closest stadiums in 
Britain. The gulf on the pitch 
is a hell of a lot wider though, 
No real championship threat 
expected and are likely to be 
knocked out of the cups in the 
earliest stages of the 
competitions. 

LS: 3rd, 7S — MB: 4th SJ: 

2nd. 


FALKIRK - “THE 
Barns’ 
Ground: Brockville Park 
Record Att: 23,100 v Celtic, 
S.F.A. Cup, February 21, 


3. 

NO doubt the Bairns Rep in 
Australia, Alan McNair, will 
be kicking himself, or us, 
when he reads this but you 
can’t hide the truth. Falkirk 
are just not good enough to 
mount a serious challenge for 
promotion to the top flight this 
year, or next, Losing S.F.A. 
Cup finalists in 96/97, when 
playing Kilmarnock, it proved 
to bea false dawn for the side, 
even after beating Celtic in a 
replay. Will want the 
‘opportunity to play the Bhoys, 
and Rangers, on a regular 
basis again but first they must 
capitalise on some very 
ordinary looking teams in this 
division. 

LS: Sth, 7S — MB: 3rd SJ: 

3rd, 


GREENOCK 


Morton - ‘Ton’ 
Ground: Cappielow Park 
Record Att; 23,500 v Celtic, 
April 29, 1922 
STARTED off brightly 
enough, as so often happens, 
but fell away badly after their 
brief flirtation with the top of 
the ladder. Ended up more 
familiar with the relegation 
dogfight and missed out on 
that by some margin at the 
finish. Not the best team in the 
league, but certainly not the 
worst either. Would consider 
it a wonderful season should 
they finish in the top five and 
for that to happen, will need to 
pull out all the stops. Can't 

see that though. 
LS: 8th. TS - MB: 7th SJ: 
6th. 


HAMILTON 
ACADEMICAL — ‘THE 


ACCIES’ 

Ground: Cliftonville Stadium 
Record Att: 28,690 v Hearts, 
S.F.A. Cup, March 3, 1937 
THE other promoted side last 
season but really a pale 
shadow of their former selves 
when gracing the old Ist 
Division. Unlikely to do well 
in this league as the 
opposition is going to be that 
much tougher. Not really up to 
it. The realistic thoughts of the 
manager must be to finish as 
high as eighth and avoid the 

drop. Hardly plausible. 
LS: 2nd Diy Two. TS - MB: 
10th SJ: 9th. 


PARTICK THISTLE 
— ‘Tue Jacs’ 
Ground: Fichill Stadium 
Record Att: 49,838 v Rangers, 
February 18, 1922 
A ONCE semi-glorious past 
doesn’t count for much and 


. the Jags certainly know all 


about that. Had an absolute 
shocker of a season, by their 
standards, when they must 
have ‘been thinking of 
promotion and the sound of 
champagne corks popping. 
Should make a fist of it this 
term barring injuries, tidal 


LS: 6th. 7S — MB: 
Champions SJ: 7th. 


RarTH RovERs — 


‘THE Rovers’ 
Ground: Stark's Park 
Record Att: 31,306 v Hearts, 
S.F.A. Cup, February 7, 1953 
ONE of those clubs you just 
want to pick up and cuddle, 
they're so cute. The return of 
the prodigal son, manager 
Jimmy Nicholl, could lead to a 
tremendous encore and revival 
of the form that took them up, 
or just the same old dross 
served up in a different 
division. Relegated by some 
margin last time out which 
proved they were way out of 
their depth in the big league. 
Perhaps their best bet will be a 
decent run in one of the cups. 
LS: 10th in Premier League. 
TS — MB: Sth SJ: Sth. 


St MIRREN - 
‘SAINTS’ OR 
‘BUDDIES’ 
Ground: St Mirren Park 
Record Att: 47,438 v Celtic, 
League Cup, August 20, 1949 
FINISHED highly enough last 
term but surely these Saints 
must be looking to the 
heavens for inspiration. 
Premier League dreams could 
be a fantasy fulfilled come 
May but don’t bank on it. 
They have to get there first 
and heaven could well turn 
out to be hell when it happens, 
Very few clubs have to 
resources or staff to compete 
on a level par with the ‘auld 
firm’ clubs and the Saints are 
guilty of fitting into that 
category without any trouble 


atall. 
LS: 4th. 7S — MB: 8th SJ: 
Champions. 


STIRLING ALBION 


— ‘THE ALBION’ 
Ground: Love Street 
Record Att: 26,400 v Celtic, 
S.F.A. Cup, March 14, 1959 
REMEMBER those heady far 
off days when the Celtic 
supporters swelled the Love 
Street crowd to over 26,000? 
Neither do the current crop of 
players and unless they are 
sitting in the stands at some 
other game, are unlikely to 
experience a crowd of 
anything like it, Will try hard 
but in reality, it’s really just 
not on. If they did go up, it 
would be a season of 
humiliation and failing 
attendances, With it being 
very difficult to get the 
crowds back during the bad 
times, settling into a division 
they are comfortable in seems 

the better option. 
LS: 7th. 7S — MB: 6th SJ: 
10th. 


ENGLAND 


Division ONE 


BIRMINGHAM City - 
‘BLUES’ 

OH how the fans cheered 
when it was announced former 
player and crowd favourite, 
‘Trevor Francis, was to be the 
new manager. In those heady 
days of the 1970s he became 
England's first one million 
pound player but back in the 
nineties and he did not bring 
about the instant success the 
pundits thought would come. 
Some of the old-time 
professionals disappointed, 
leaving them in a lower 


waves, floods, earthquakes. 


George Kulscar: Yet another Aussie connection in 
Division 1. 


division for at least one more 
season. The money has dried 
up and it will be a tough fight 
for the team. Managerial 
changes will happen if they do 
not start well, even with the 
club's favourite son is in 
charge. After all the money 
spent, there has to be doubts 
cast over the viability of the 
squad lasting a full season. It 
could be the dawn of another 
blue season or the path to 
glory. We feel it to be the 
Tatter, but only just. 
LS: 10th. 7S — MB: 7th 
SJ: 8th. 


Braprorb City — 
‘BANTAMS’ 
‘KILLER’ Kamara’s boys had 
a sensational season last term, 
and they still only finished in 
2st place! They have their 
own Brazilian genius in 
Edhino, whom international 
soccer expert, Brian Glanville 
has huge praise for. In goal 
they are looking forward to 
some strong performances by 
Robbie Zabica, and he, like 
Schwarzer before him, will 
get plenty of practice. George 
Kulcsar is also now in the 
defence, however the biggest 
blow came through last season 
when Waddle drifted to 
greener pastures. The phrase 
“could struggle” is not 
unfamiliar to Bantams fans at 
this time of the year, or at any 

other time for that matter. 
LS: 2st. TS — MB: 18th SJ: 
22nd 


Bury — ‘SHAKERS’ 
THE Father of Manchester 
United starlets Gary and 
Phillip Neville, works in the 
offices of the Shakers and 
couldn’t they use both of his 
sons on the field to stop the 
expected waves of attacks 
coming their way in Division 
One. It could be said they are 
standing on shaky ground in 
their survival bid at this level, 
but then again they have 
stared in the top flight before, 
albeit in the 1920s. A similar 
story to last season looks to be 
their lot this term too. 

LS: Ist in Division Two. 
TS — MB: 2ist SJ: 23rd 


CHARLTON ATHLETIC 
— ‘ADDICKS’ 

THE Valley boys were more 

often in a dip of Grand 

Canyon proportions last 

season, and barring a good run 
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after Christmas, would be 
visiting the likes of Sixfields 
and The New Den rather than 
the Riverside Stadium and 
Maine Road. Their supporters 
will have to stay addicted to 
sub-Premier League football 
for another few seasons yet, 
unless they form another 
political party and lobby for 
re-election to the top flight. 
We enjoyed a marvellous tour 
around the ground and the 
trophy rooms last season. The 
biggest trophy on show was a 
gift..... from an Australian 
side! Sadly, a glorious past 
means nothing these days 
except lines in the history 
books. 
LS: 15th. 7S — MB: 12th 
SJ: 16th 


CREWE ALEXANDRA 


— ‘RAILWAYMEN’ 
DARIO “Mario” Gradi’s side 
have jumped a level after 
magnificently surmounting the 
play-off final, when coming 
from sixth in Division Two. 
‘They will have to stay on the 
right track from Day One if 
they are going to stay up in 
this wonderland. With Jason 
Kearton between the sticks, 
they hope to play the likes of 
Wimbledon once again, as 
they did last season, only this 
time in the Premier League 
and not the FA Cup. If the 
proposed takeover by 
Liverpool eventuates in the 
near future, making Crewe 
their nursery club, then, and 
only then, will their fortunes 
begin to look brighter. 

LS: 6th in Div 2. 7S — MB: 
23rd SJ: 20th. 


HUDDERSFIELD 


Town - “TERRIERS? 
NOT quite the season’s of the 
halcyon days of the old 
Division One when Herbert 
Chapman steered them to 
three successive title wins 
before heading south and 
forming the basis of the great 
Arsenal side of the 1930s. 
Brian Horton will wish just 
one tenth of that managerial 
magic on his side. He would 
then have a team good enough 
to go back up. They should 
make some headway this 
season although that is 
probably going to be very 
slight. The Terriers, great 
pedigree, shame about the 
bloodline. 

LS: 20th. TS — MB: 17th 


Mark Schwarzer: ing for a better season with 


sbrough. 


alarming rate, The purchase of 
striker Lee Bradbury, from 
Portsmouth, will enhance their 
promotion chances greatly. 
LS: 14th, 7S — MB: 3rd SJ: 


SJ: 15th. 


Tpswicu TOWN - 
‘Town’ oR ‘SUPER 
LUES? 
SURPRISING year in many 
peoples eyes, except those 
with the blue ones in East 
Anglia. Did well in reaching 
the play-offs but blew it big 
time in what was their best 
chance of a quickie return to 
the cream of English football. 
A lot of strong competition 
this season may see them 
struggle to repeat this feat, 
Could well be looking up the 
road, green with envy, this 
season as yellow becomes the 
dominant colour in this neck 
of the woods! Can look 
forward to meeting their 
feathered neighbours at least 
twice again this term but may 
rue the lack of points gained 
in these matches. 
LS: 4th. 75 — MB: 10th 
SJ: 11th 


MANCHESTER CiTy 
— ‘Crmizens’, ‘Ciry’ 
OR ‘BLUES’ 

HOW painful it must be for 


the side known as ‘the 
Manchester club’ to languish 
just below the surface and 
have to endure the successes 
of their hated rivals, United. 
In retrospect, they had an 
abysmal showing with no-one 
to blame but themselves. 
‘Their wonderful finish to the 
term was not good enough to 
take them into the play-offs. 
Appeared to suffer early on 
from relegation blues and by 
the time they were jolted back 
to earth, it was too late to do 
much about it. The best thing 
they did was in bringing Frank 
Clark to the club, and him 
leaving Jason Lee behind at 
Forest. Clark is likely to sort 
out the problems after coming 
to grips with his new position. 
Tf the players don’t perform to 
their best this time, expect an 
exodus of deadwood heading 
out of Maine Road at an 


MIDDLESBROUGH — 
‘Boro’ 
‘THEY have the richest player 
in the Division in Ravanelli, 
and isn't it good to see 
Emerson settling in so well? 
After being asked if he was 
happy to be back at Teeside 
recently, the Brazilian 
answered unabashed and 
unfalteringly “No!” 
Marriage Counsellor, come 
born again player, Bryan 
Robson, will have his hands 
full keeping the players in the 
dressing room, let alone on the 
field. Hopefully Mark 
Schwarzer will return better 
than ever once he’gets over his 
current leg injury. Will now, 
more than ever, be ruing the 
three point deduction for not 
turning up at Ewood Park last 
season. Haye the side and 
facilities to re-emerge as a 
Premier League football outfit 
for the 1997/98 season, 
LS: 19th in Premier League. 
TS —MB: Ist SJ: Ist 


Norwicu Crry— 
‘CANARIES? 
MIKE Walker's Canaries 
could well be trilling a happy 
little ditty this season. New 
striker Iwan Roberts will give 
them more punch up front, 
whilst Bryan Gunn continues 
to battle hard at the back. 
England star Darren Eadie 
continues to do well and 
Norwich could be the dark 
horse of the division. We saw 
them play a couple of games 
last season and Walker 
appears to be getting the team 
into shape. A year of 
consolidation last time out 
should see them push upwards 
in 1997/98 with the grand 
prize not too far out of reach... 
LS: 13th. TS — MB: Sth 

SJ: 6th. 


NOTTINGHAM 
Forest — ‘REDS’ OR 


‘Forest’ 
DAVE ‘Harry’ Bassett to the 
rescue!! Will his magic work, 
what of a defence, poor 
enough last season, without 
Stuart Pearce? What of a 
goalkeeper who thinks he is 
good enough to play for 


Stuart Pearce: His Toss will be keenly felt at the City 
Ground. 


Wales, or worse still, 
Scotland? Of a striker sold 
because jokes made about his 
hair cut played on his mind so 
much that he couldn't do the 
business on the pitch? Dave 
Bassett’s ‘allsorts’ will soon 
sort this mess out. His players 
will play in front of a decent 
crowd, in a decent ground and 
the manager has shown over 
and over again that he can 
make title contenders from 
what appears a hopeless case, 
Another bonus for Forest fans 
is that ‘Harry’ has the knack 
of being able to pick out 
decent talent from the 
relatively unknown non- 
league football circles as he 
still keeps an eye on what 
happens down there. 
LS: 20th in the Premier 
League. 7S — MB: 4th SJ: 
7th. 


Oxrorp Unirep — 
Us’ 
THIS side were expected to 
do a U-turn and be expelled to 
a lower scholarship level. 
However they remained up, 
thanks in part to the quality, or 
lack thereof, of the other 
teams around them. Will 
struggle to stay up. Some 
predict the relegation battle 
has already started for Oxford 
this term and for a town that 
gives up more honours than 
most, there’s a very empty 
trophy cabinet down the 
Manor Ground way. Perhaps 
this season’s report card will 
read: “need to do more study 
and concentrate longer, re-sit 
this course once more.” 
LS: 17th. TS — MB; 20th 
SJ: 2st. 


Port VALE — 


SVALIANTS? 
VALIANT by name and deeds 
as their actions on the field of 
play beat to the same drum 
when achieving a creditable 
placing of eighth. Always 
rated the ‘lesser’ of the two 
Potteries teams, their biggest 
claim to fame, of late, came 
during the 1995/96 season 
when doing ‘the double’ over 
biggest rivals Stoke City, their 
first success of this kind for 70 
years, They also finished as 
runners-up in the Anglo- 
Ttalian Cup that same season. 
Not a distinguished history 
outside of the lower leagues, 
unlikely to change this time 
around. 

LS: 8th. 7S — MB: 13th 


SJ: 18th 


PORTSMOUTH — 


‘Pompey’ 
ENOUGH Aussie players to 
drain a Carlton Breweries 
tanker in a single sitting, talk 
around Fratton Park usually 
begins with ‘G'day’ these 
days, Zeljko Kalac, Robbie 
Enes and Hamilton Thorp, 
who scored in one pre-season 
friendly recently, will be on 
show at this naval town during 
1997/98, which makes for an 
easy getaway if required? So 
Jong as they don’t rock the 
boat they should be alright but 
it’s probably best to stay away 
from near neighbour Robbie 
Stater, up the road at 
Southampton, (Soton and 
Pompey don’t mix!). Should 
make the play-offs if nothing 
else, The manager, Terry 
Fenwick, has made some 
astute purchases and will want 
to see a bit more 
determination and fight shown 
by his players this time. 
Should they make the play- 


offs again, will be a far 


stronger team with better 


Craig Foster: Moved to 
England's south coast 
from Sydney's west. 


judgement and much fiercer 
attitude. With the sale of Lee 
Bradbury to Manchester City, 
could it pave the way for more 
Aussies to head to the 
northern hemisphere? 
LS: 7th. ~ 


SJ: Sth. 


his time in sweeping the decks 
clean. A new manager does 
not have the luxury of time on 
his side usually and Bullivant 
will be no exception. The 
Royals desperately want 
promotion and will go all out 


to attain it, thereby leaving 


QUEENS PARK 
RANGers - ‘Rs’ or 
RANGERS’ 
STRUGGLED to perform 
anywhere near their best last 
time out and now having lost 
their better players to 5 
new, will te Theky to fish in 
the top half of the table. 
Stewart Houston and Bruce 
Rioch may not see out the 
entire season if they don’t 
manage a decent attempt on 
the championship although 
it's very difficult to see where 
the money, and fire-power, is 
going to come from which 
will enable this to happen. 
Rioch, as No.2 at the club, has 
shown before he can build a 
side capable of promotion 
after taking Bolton Wanderers 
back into the big time. Stewart 
Houston is still learning the 
trade at this level. A better 
year for injuries and 
Suspensions wouldn’t go 
amiss. Apart from a few good 
results, a long hard season is 
the most likely scenario for 

the boy's from the Bush. 
LS: 9th. 7S — MB: 14th SJ: 
2nd 


READING — 


‘ROYALS’ 
ANDY ‘Birch’ Bernal 
switched from defence to 
midfield in many games last 
season and did an excellent 
job. Steve Mautone found his 
way to Elm Park later in the 
year and surprisingly enough, 
it didn’t remind him of Bruce 
Stadium, Canberra, apart from 
the number of times he was 
called into action? With 
Archie Lovell slotting them in 
up front, it's yet another 
“Aussie club’ for Ray 
Houghton to join after being 
released from Crystal Palace. 
New manager, Terry 
Bullivant, arrived from Bamet 
and will not act swiftly as the 


Steve Mautone: Part of a 
small Aussie enclave at 
Elm Park. 


gaps at the back and exposing 

‘keeper Mautone. Consistency 
is their biggest problem and 
need to shore up a leaky 
defence if relegation battles 
are to be avoided this time 
around. 


— ‘BLADES’ 
WILL the Blades have lost 
their edge with the departure 
of Howard Kendall to Everton_ 
for his third stint in charge of 
the Merseyside club? Had a 
wonderful chance to progress 
but lost it at the final hurdle 
when losing the play-off final 
to Crystal Palace. Jan Aage 
Fjortoft will add spice up front 
and his goals will be needed if 
they are to reach such lofty 
heights again this year, To be 
blunt, losing Dougie Hodgson 
to Oldham Athletic was also a 
mistake as he was solid in 
defence. ‘Howards Way’, the 
wrong way perhaps? Only 
time will tell of course, 
although they flatter to 
deceive when looking the 
polished article. The jigsaw 
puzzle is almost complete but 
it's a case of finding and then 
slotting in the last couple of 
pieces, 

LS: 5th. TS — MB: 11th 
SJ: 10th 


STOCKPORT 
County - ‘HATTERS’ 


or ‘CouNTY’ 

WILL need to pull something 
out of the hat if they are to 
remain up here. There is no 
truth in rumours that all 
season-ticket holders will be 
issued with parachutes for the 
long drop back into Division 
Two in time for 1998/99. 
Great little club, nice little 
ground but the loss of 
manager Dave Jones to 
Southampton, after the 
departure of Graeme Souness 
to Torino, will be one less 
card to play in an otherwise 
already stacked deck. 
Stockport will be happy to 
consolidate their position in 
this league instead of dropping 
straight back down. The 
situation looks insurmountable 
at this stage and will start the 
year as rank favourites for the 
dro 


18: 2nd in Div 2.75 —MB: 
24th SJ: 24th 


Stoke Crry — 

‘PoTTERS’ 
THE crock is cracked. Mike 
Sheron is London bound with 
Lou Macari off to sunny 
Blackpool for a while. Stanley 
Matthews may well have to 
lace up the famous old boots 
again and perform his deft 
artistry before Stoke again 
drop the mantle of ‘also rans. 
They had a couple of excellent 
games against Arsenal in the 
Cup last year and came within 
a whisker of knocking the 
north London giants out of the 
competition. Sadly. the 
famous red and white shirts 
that once graced the best 
league in the land will not be 

in the Premier League 
by Stoke City players for 
some time we fear. Could well 


be the early season ‘bolters 
before dropping off the pace. 
LS: 12th. 7S — MB: 16th 
SH: 14th. 


SUNDERLAND — 


‘ROKERITES’ 
AFTER an almost successful 
campaign in the top flight, 
they retumed to Division One 
with more of a whimper than 
of being crest fallen. Their 
new stadium is far too good 
for Division One, unlike some 
of their players last season! 
Peter Reid did an excellent job 
with limited resources and a 
possible spot upstairs beckons 
again. With a little more luck 
in front of goal, they wouldn't 
be back where they are now. 
Certainly play-off material if 
they don’t suffer the dreaded 
“relegation blues’. Reid is still 
young for a manager and he’s 
learning all the time. He was 
tough when a player and those 
qualities will be called upon 
this year. By keeping the 
majority of his squad together, 
have an excellent chance of 
mounting a very serious title 
bid. Anything less could see 
the former Everton star 
queuing up at the Dole Office. 

Ls: 18th in the Premier 
League, TS — MB: 2nd SI: 
3rd. 


Swinpon Town — 


‘ROBINS’ 
TAN Rush has the big decision 
to make, to go to the Robins 
or a football club? The 
president of Ericsson Cup side 
UTS Olympic, would like to 
see Rush ‘Down Under’ and 
follow in the footsteps of 
former Town player, Dave 
Mitchell. Steve McMahon 
remains a hopeful manager in 
that the County Ground will 
be graced with the experience 
of his former Liverpool team- 
mate. Whatever the outcome, 
it will all end in tears for one 
of the interested parties. For 
Swindon Town, mind you, 
itll all end in tears anyway. 
‘They would dearly love to 
back up but if they do, will 
fight tooth and nail to avoid 
the humiliation they suffered 
in their only other Premier 
League experience. Ian Rush 
is unlikely to leave the UK 
again after bad experiences 
with Juventus in the ‘Serie A’ 
during one fateful season in 
the late 1980s. 
LS: 19th.TS — MB: 9th SJ: 

19th. 


TRANMERE ROVERS 


— ‘Rovers’ 
JOHN Aldridge makes 
another return as the manager 
and star goal-poacher, but woe 
betide his goal scoring 
prowess should run out before 
his legs do. The Royal status 
he has attained on the Wirral 
will be hard to tarnish but as 
we all know, footie fans can 
be fickle beasts and it’s the 
manager who wears the 
blame. The Prenton Park 
faithful, promised Premier 
League football as the number 
one priority, have a great 
stadium but sadly, not the 
team to fulfil the empty 
predictions and promises it 
seems. Tranmere, like all 
Division One sides, are a little 
club with big ambitions. The 
main problem is in getting the 
better players to go to the 
Wirral when many other 
teams in the competition 
harbour a far better 

tunity of honours. 
ots! 11th. 7S — MB: 15th 


7:00pm. 
For 


Calling all members of 


official UK supporfers 
dubs in NSW 


Would ALL members of official UK football 
supporters clubs in NSW please contact their state 
representative as soon as humanly possible. The 
opportunity has arisen for them to watch a ‘special 
screening’ of the film ‘FEVER PITCH’, from the book. 
of the same name by Nick Homby. Optus World will be 
giving away a Fax Machine to the best dressed 
supporters on the night and rumour has it that this will 
be voted for by none other than ex-Socceroo captain, 
Paul Wade. There are other prizes to be had also. The 
screening will take place on Monday, August 18 at 


Micky Brock at: PO 


For further details contact: 
Box 56, Kingsway West, NSW 2208. (See the review of 
Fever Pitch by the Editor on page 10 of this issue). 


SJ: 12th, 


West BROMWICH 
ALBION — 
‘THROSTLES’, 


“BAGGIES’ OR ‘ALBION’ 
HOW can a club buy a player, 
for an exorbitant amount at 
this level, sell him back to the 
club he came from for less 
than half the price just over 
twelve months later and 
expect to remain a viable 
concern in the title race? At 
least they've got Andrew 
McDermott and Shaun 
Murphy at the back to help 
stem the tide and deluge 
expected to descend on this 
comer of England. If former 
manager, Alan Buckley, stood 
no chance when being sacked, 
is it another case of “Buckly’s 
chance’ for Ray Harford in the 
managerial hot-seat? No 
championship threat this year 
but will look forward to 
playing Wolverhampton 
Wanderers again in one of the 
Midlands top derby games, to 
which has been added near 
neighbours Nottingham 
Forest. 

LS: 16th. 7S — MB: 22nd 

SJ: 13th. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
WANDERERS — 


‘oan 
AFTER money being 
wasted, Mark McGhee has a 
final chance of seeing the 
fruits of his labour being 
propagated. If it should, the 
Black Country will be 
illuminated for many long 
nights as the parties, kept on 
hold for countless seasons 
now, get into full swing. 
Molineux is a superb facility, 
certainly good enough to 
grace the Premier League, but 
it’s very odd that the statue of 
former Wolves favourite, 
Billy Wright, at the main 
entrance to the ground, should 
be facing away from the 
action, Perhaps he’s leading 
the charge back towards the 
Premier League, hopefully 
with Steve Corica still starring 
for the side. They play pretty 
football but need someone 
with punch if a play-off place 
is to become a reality and not 
just another pipedream, 

LS; 3rd, TS — MB: 8th SJ: 


9th. 
Next Week: Scotland 
and England Premier 
Leagues 


Steve Bull: Lacing on his boots once more for his 
beloved fans at Wolves. 
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ig UWAT ] ONE OF THE TEAMS FROM THE ASIAN CONFEDERATION WHO 
é c CK COULD BE AUSTRALIA'S OPPONENTS, COME NOVEMBER! 22) 
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